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INTRODUCTION

This one is my countryman; this other
is a stranger—so thinks the man of narrow
mind and heart. The noble soul regards the
whole wide world as kin. —Manu

THIS book is a reply—I hope a complete
reply-—to the assertions made in Miss Kathe-
rine Mayo's “ Mother India”. As to facts it
will show that she is generally wrong, and as
to deductions from facts, that she is almoat
entirely wrong. While thus vindicating the
real Mother India (as the Indians affectionately
call their country) I hope this book will be
still more useful in giving a true picture of
Indian life and conditions. .

I write as an Englishman familiar with
many phases of Indian life. As such, I beg of
the reader or student to start fair. UUnderstand
first ; then criticize, then approve or disapprove.
As no nation is perfect we must often under-
stand by comparison, but in such cases let us
compare on the level, the worst with the worst,
the best with the best, and the average with the
average. As to defects, we must observe their



AN ENGLISHMAN DEFENDS MOTHER INDIA

allows himself to be called a liar would not be
ashamed of any baseness,
Our writers also confound the distinctions of
time and place; they combine in one character
the Mahratta and the Bengalese: aud tax the
present generation with the crimes of the heroes
of the Mahibhfrata. It might be argued, in
opposition to many unfavourable testimonies,
that those who have known the Indians longest
have always the best opinion of them ; but this
is rather a compliment to human nature than
to them, since it is true of every other people.
It is more in point, that all persons who have
rotired from India think better of the people
they have left, after comparing them with
others, even of the most justly admired nations.®
As an instance of Miss Mayo’s error of
method let us consider her “Introduction”.
We are in Calcutta. We find ourselves behind
the high walls of the Government House, where
“decorous and sophisticated people of all creeds,
all colors and costumes, go to Government
House Garden Parties, pleasantly to make their
bows to Their Excellencies, and pleasantly to
talk good English while they take their tea
and ices and listen to the regimental band.”+

* History of Indie, Mountstuart Elphinstone, p, 213,

% Mother India, p. 3,
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INTRODUCTION

After tea, wo emerge through the gates
into the great city which surrounds us. There
is a brief reference to the big modern buildings
and parks of Calcutta, which might belong to
a prosperous American city, and to the Indian
town of temples, mosques, bazaars and court-
yards, In the bazaars apparently no persons
are of interest except some ‘‘ narrow-chested,
near-sighted, ansmic young Indian students,
in native dress, brooding over piles of fly-blown
Russian pamphlets”-—which literature is, how-
ever, prohibited by law.

Yot surely here is a great body of peace-
able folk. If I buy a morning or evening paper,
I may see therein a few headlines relating to
crimes of different kinds, If I cut these out
and collect them sedulously for a few weeks or
months, I may be able to accumulate as many
as I could find in one day’s paper in New York
or Chicago. There must be many law-abiding
people among the two millions who throng this
busy hive, engaged in many interesting activi-
ties, but Miss Mayo does not introduce us to
any of these. Outside the gates of the Govern-
ment House, there is a bus, labelled Kali Ghat. '
She leaps aboard and, for the purpose of intro-
ducing us to India, takes us to the most
disagreeable apot in the Jand. To clinch the

§
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matter, she uses Kipling’s metaphor, ¢ The
Bus to Mandalay,” to describe this journey.

The defects of Miss Mayo's method are
seen again, when she takes us to a hospital
and shows us a number of young girls suffering
terribly from personal cruelty and the paing of
immature motherhood, but makes no mention
of the great maternity hospitals of Bombay
and Madras, where the average ages of first
motherhood are respectively over eighteen and
nineteen years,

The same error appears once more in Miss
Mayo's generalization upon Indian history,
which is: “ Back of Britain's day, India was
ever either a chaos of small wars and brigan-
dage, chief preying upon chief, and all upon
the people ; or else she was the flaccid subject
of a foreign rule.”®

This is not the first time that I have heard
thoughtless people talk in this way about the
wars of the past in India. Apparently they
have never read Indian history, or they would
know something about some of the extensive
and long-lived empires.

I do not want in this book to enter into
the enormous subject of Indian history. There
are some hundreds of valuable books on the

*fbid., p. 21.
6



INTRODUCTION

subject. I will content myself merely with a
brief statement of an excellent authority
entirely in opposition to Miss Mayo’s assertion:
“ Measured by the conditions prevailing
throughout the last one, two or three thousand
years, it may well be claimed that the civili-
zation of India has been superior to that of
Europe. There have been more people, and
they have been less at war with each other
and better supplied with enjoyable things than
Europeans as a whole,”*

Touching on another and similar state-
ment of Miss Mayo’'s and freating it in a more
comparative way, that old student and friend
of India, Dr. Annie Besant, writes:

It is news that when the English merchants
appeared in India, they found it *“a country
discordant and dissentient within itself, full of
warring sects, with no prospect of a stable and
unified dominion,” Elizabeth signed the first
merchant charter, and she had tortured and
pressed to death Roman Catholics, as her pre-
decessor burnt Protestants, while Akbar ruling
over a mighty Empire, employed impartially
Hindus and Musalmans, and held religious dis-'
cussions every week in his own palace. One of

*The Evolution of Gooernment and Laws (Princston
University Press) S, H. Allen, p. 199,

7
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the southern kingdoms of India had lasted for
thousands of years before the Company destroy-
ed it. India is about as large as Europe with-
out Russia ; was Europe so peaceful and so free
from religious turmoil and shocking persecutions
that it can cast a stone at India’s far better
conditions ?*

It is possible to quote from some travellers
accounts of defective conditions which they
had observed in India, and from others glowing
records of her peace and prosperity.

It is true that there was considerable dis-
turbance in the country during the breaking
up of the Mogul Empire, and before the country
was well settled under the new rule. The
white man was already well established in the
country when the decay of that Empire began,
and the European nations—British, French,
Portugese and Dutch—were at different times
fichting one another, in alliance with various
chieftains, in their struggle for the wealth of
India.

I will take only one more picture of Miss
Mayo’s ‘India’ to show the defeet of her method.
She writes:

Take a girl child twelve years old, a pitiful
physical specimen in bone and blood, illiterate,
*New India, Dec. 1, 1927.

8
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ignorant, without any sort of training in habits
of health, Force motherhood upon her at the
earliest possible moment. Rear her weakling
son in intensive vicious practices that drain his
small vitality day by day. Give him no outlet
in sports. Give him habits that make him, by
the time he is thirty years of age, a decrepit
and querulous old wreck—and will you ask
what has sapped the energy of his manhood ?

Take a huge population, mainly rural, illite-
rate and loving its illiteracy. Try to give it
primary education without employing any of
its women as teachers—because if you do employ
them you invite the ruin of each woman that
you so expose. Will you ask why that people’s
education proceeds slowly ?

Take bodies and minds bred and built on the
lines thus indicated. Will you ask why the
death-rate is high and the people poor 9*

One might as well say of the United

States : *“ Take women who have been divorced
again and again ; take children who have had
no proper homes in consequence of this; take
the products of life in cities which are full of
night clubs, hectic dancing, criminal *fences,”
bootleggers and gunmen, and where the news-
paper which records the most crimes in the

*Mother India, p. 16,
9
r
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fullest detail has the biggest circulation, Take
a nation of people who are like restless spirits
from some underworld, rushing about reck-
lessly in automobiles, careless of the injured
and killed,* racing to and fro with no real end
or object in view but glandular stimulation
and excitement.” And then say: “ Surely a
race developed under these conditions must be
a veritable colony of hell and a menace to the
world.”

But if one of my Hindu friends drew this
picture I should tell him that I know the
American people better than that.

Such methods remind us of a disagreeable
type of Europeans, now happily extinct, who
used ta allude to Indians as *“ niggers,” thereby
displaying their own ignorance as well as lack

.of heart., Wae shall never understand Indians
if we forget that they belong to the same racial
group as ourselves, The ancient Sanskrit
language is sister to the (Greek and the Latin.
Pure Indian features are like European
features, and the complexion is as fair as that
——TIMT in New York State alone 894 children were
killed and 11,710 injured by automobiles, Newton D.
Baker, Chairman of the National Crime Commission,

gtated that organized " fences™ in the United Stiates
disposed of loot valued at 500 million dollars in the

yeoar,
10



INTRODUCTION

of many southern Europeans. Where we find
a darker skin, it is due to the influence of the
sun through many generations. Thick lips
and other non-Aryan characteristics, when
they occur, are due to mixture with aboriginal
tribes of the country.

One has only to make an observant
journey, beginning at Tuticorin or Dhanush-
koti in the extreme south, and go northward
on the train through the southern part of the
Madras Presidency (the Tamil country), the
northern part of the same Presidency (Telugu
and Kanarese courntries), the southern part of
the Bombay Presidency (Marathi country), the
northern part of the same Presidency (Gujarati
country), and so on northward through the
Punjab and into Kashmir, to verify this with
one’s own eyes. As one makes this five days’
train journey, and observes the people whom
one sees on the platforms of the railway
stations and getting in and out of the trains,
one finds that there is a gradual shading off
from the very dark to the very fair as one
passes from the torrid to the temperate
climate. ,

To give an example, when I was first
introduced to Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu, a
Kashmiri friend of mine, he was dressed in

11



AN ENGLISHMAN DEFENDS MOTHER INDIA

European clothes, and as I did not catch his
name properly, I thought he was an English-
man. He is no exception. I have seen too,
again and again, in families containing many
members living together, the great difference
in color between those who have indoor and
those who have outdoor occupations.® I need
not go into further detail with regard to what
scholars have proven over and over again—
that the consanguinity of the Hindus is with us.

Though the Aryans of India and those of
Europe are of the same race, they developed in
somewhat different ways on their separate
continents. From our standpoint it thus
appears that the Indian people in general are
backward in certain things, are still where we
were in America and Europe fifty or a
hundred years ago. Buf in some other things
India may be ahead of us; from her we also
may have to learn.

I will digress to give one example of this,
which may be of special interest. Does the

*Mr, William Archer expresses the same opinion :

* The Indian races, take them all round, are not
low, but very high races, They are not *black
men” as the negro is black, but sunburnt white
men. Color is an accident in India; in Africa, and
Afro-Awmerica, it marks a radical difference.”

India and the Future, p. 24,

12
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average American know how great is the debt
which America already owes to India? I do
not mean in any merely spiritual way, but
with respect to civilization and the practical
character of American affairs. Let me show
how India helped America in the last century.

There are two things which strike the
visitor to this land as characteristic. First,
the American believes in the future, that is to
say in the unlimited possibilities of human
progress. This is idealism. It makes him
always ready to try to improve. In the
language of warfare he is not consolidating his
position, but winning new ground. Secondly,
he is practical. This is common-sense idea-
lism, and ideal common-sense. He may not
have worked it out in theory, but in fact his
acceptance of the world and its laws is a sort
of tacit belief that God is not only in His
heaven but in His world. He believes that the
best can be got out of life by honestly tilling
that plot of land which has been given him to
till. A bountiful God and a race of honest
workers have combined to produce “God’s own
country.” _

Now, if we read the essays of Ralph Waldo
Emereon we find that these are the two things
which he propounded over and over again in

13
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foreign merchants and adventurers sought her
shores for the almost fabulous wealth which
they could there obtain. ¢ Toshake the pagoda
tree” became a phrase, somewhat similar to
our modern expression * to strike oil.”

Nearly two thousand years earlier, Megas-
thenes, the Greek Ambassador at the Court of
the Indian Emperor Chandragupta Maurya,
also found the Indians to be practical people.
He described the country as in a splendidly
advanced and active state, observing with
admiration the absence of slavery, the chastity
of the women and the courage of the men.
He remarked that the people were honest and
truthful, and required no locks to their doors.
They were sober and industrious, good farmers
and skilful artisans; they scarcely ever had
recourse to a law-suit, and lived peaceably
under their chiefs. The Kingly Government
he portrayed almost as depicted in the Code of
Manu, and described the village system, each
little rural unit seeming to him an independent
republic.*

Professor Max Muller, the scholar, also
appreciated India. He wrote:

If T were to look over the whole world to find

*Ses 4 Brief History of the Indian Peoples, Sir W, W,
Hunter, 23rd Ed., p. 88,
16
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out the country most richly endowed with all
the wealth, power, and beauty that nature can
bestow—in some parts a very paradise on earth
—1 should point to India. If I were asked
under what sky the human mind has most fully
developed some of its choicest gifts, has most
deeply pondered on the greatest problems of life,
and has found solutions of some of them which
well deserve the attentiop even of those who
have studied Plato and K¢ént—I should point to
India. And If I were to ask myself from what
literature we, here in Europe, we who have been
nurtured almost exclusively on the thoughts of
Greeks and Romans, and of one Semitic Race,
the Jewish, may draw that corrective which is
most wanted in order to make our inner life
more perfect, more comprehensive, more univer-
sal, in fact more truly human, a life, not for
this life only, but a transfizured and eternal
life—again I should point to India.*

*India: What Can It Teach Us? F., Max Muller, p. 6,

17
3






CHAPTER I

THE FAMILY

Gresting fair, and room to rest in;
Fire, and-—water from the well-—
Simple gifts—are given freely
In the house where good men dwell.
: Hitopadesa

I will try first to present the idea of Hindu
family life and marriage as I have learnt
about it directly from the Hindus themselves.
Their conception of marriage does not contain
in the forefront the satisfaction of desire
within legal bounds. On the contrary, the
ideas are (1) the continuance of the race and
(2) the completion of man in the form of the
family. _

For (1) the continuance of the civilization
which has so far been developed it is the duty
of each man, with some few exceptions, to
marry and produce one son at least. There-
fore there are few unmarried adults in India.
A man is not honorable and blessed here or

19
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hereafter unless he performs this elementary
duty to the social order. This injunction to
bring forth a son is not primarily connected
with supposed after-death conditions. The
man is expected to do it because he is in debt
to society., His parents have provided him
with a body. He must now discharge that
debt by providing another in his turn, This is
a moral obligation in the Hindu code. A
man’s debt to the ancestors is not discharged
until he has thus paid it to posterity. He
may have more children if he likes, but it is
specifically stated by Manu that the first son
is the son of duty, while the others are sons of
personal desire, This wise old rule has been a
stimulus to racial duty but a moral check on
over-population. A son is mentioned because
the male is the support of the family; how-
ever many daughters a man may have, he
must continue his family duty until he obtains
one son, Itisassumed thatgenerally speaking
there will be about the same number of girls
as boys born in the community.

On this principle is based the old Hindu
law of primogeniture, not dissimilar to that
which prevailed and still prevails to some
extent in England. Here is Manu’s statement
on the subject:

20
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THE FAMILY

The child of Manu becometh a parent when
his first son is born to him, and is released from
his debt to his own parents. The eldest-born
therefore deserves the whole of the patrimony.
To him the father passes on the burden of his
triple debts. By his help he wins the long ages
of bliss in the super-physical worlds. He alone
therefore is the child of duty. The others that
may be born after him are the children of
passion, The eldest-born alone should therefore
hold and manage the-ancestral property, and
all the younger-born should be looked after by
him as by their father himgelf.*

Miss Mayo seems to have no knowledge of
the way in which Hindu social life is governed
by the idea of duty. Her generalization on
the situation is:

“ Hindu custom demands that a man have a
legitimate son at the earliest possible moment—
a son to perform the proper religious ceremonies
at and after the death of the father, and to
crack the father’s skull on the funeral pyre,
whereby the spirit is released. For this reason
as well as from inclination, the begiuning of |
the average boy’s sexual commerce barely
awaits his ability. Neither general habit nor

*The Science of Social Organization, B. Bhagavan Das,
p. 224,
21
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In India, the family is an ancient and
gsacred thing. Western people can hardly
understand the degree of close feeling which
exists within it. Several brothers live in the
same house with all their children, and often
the children’s children. All the children look
up to the uncles and aunts as “ other fathers ”
and “ other mothers,” and they regard all the
other children, whom we should call cousins,
as “brothers ” and * sistprs.” The custom in
India ig also to look after the old people, just
as we look after the children. Among us, a
man who neglected his children or expected
them to feed for themselves, would be regarded
as a monster. That is exactly the attitude
they have in India toward a man who neglects
his old parents or aunts or uncles.

In this connection we should try to under-
stand the Hindu mind, so as to realize that
these people have not the infense feeling of
individuality which we have. They do not
think of their lives or plan them in terms of
the individual, but in terms of the family. A
man is not complete without a woman, It
requires both sexes to make the unit of
physical being. The only people not to marry
are the holy men and holy women, who give

up sex along with wealth, caste and every-
24
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THE FAMILY

thing else, and even they strive to attain the
feminine as well as the masculine virtues of
character and habits of thought. This idea is
seen also in the way in which the personified
Deity is often depicted as half male, and half
female, and in the statement of Manu that
God divided Himself into two and became man
with one half and woman with the other. As
Manu puts it :

The man is not the man alone; he isthe man,
the woman and the progeny. The Sages have
declared that the husband is the same as the
wife,#

There is thus no question as t{o the equality
of men and women, but a belief in their
identity or organic unity. An attempt to
work out some of the qualities in which they
complete each other is given in the Vishnu
Purana and the Vishnu Bhdgavata as follows :

He is Vishnu (the Preserver), she is Shri
(Goddess of Prosperity and Felicity, wife of
Vishnu), She is language, he is thought. She
is prudence, he is law. He is reason, she is
sense, She is duty, he is right. He is author,
she is work. He is patience, she is peace. He"
is will, and she is wish, He is pity, she is gift.

® Manuy, ix, 45, quoted in The Science of Social Organi.
zation, p. 218.
25
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He is chant and she ia note. She is fuel, he is
fire. Sheis glory, heissun. She is orbs, he is
space. She is motion, he is wind. He is ocean,
she is shore. He is owner, she is wealth. He
is battle, she is might, He is lamp and she is
light. He is day and she is night. He is tree,
and she is vine. ke is music, she i3 words.
He is justice, she is ruth. He is channel, she is
stream. He is flag-staff, she is flag. She is
beauty, he is strength. She is body, he is soul.
Because of this complementary character
of man and wife the marriage ceremony among
the Hindus is regarded as a sacrament, “a
dutiful and holy means of arousing the higher
emotions of reverence and love and compassion
and self-sacrifice.”* The household fire, which
is 80 necessary for material purposes, thus
became a symbol of the fire of the higher
emotions which had been lit by the sacrament.
Much is said, in an accusing way, about
the Hindu wife’s being taught to look upon her
husband as her personal god. Only those who
do not understand the Indian mind could con-
clude that this is a means of her subjection or
abasement. According to Hindu teaching one
must look for the divine or higher qualities
everywhere and in everyone. The teacher,
* Ibid, p. 214,
26
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the mother and even the baby are also lenses
of the divine light or God. The husband is
equally enjoined to look upon his wife as a very
incarnation of Devi herself, that is to say, of
the feminine aspect of the Deity, and i1s expect-
ed to reverence her in that degree. And what
shall we say to the following statement occur-
ring in the Laws of Manu, and often repeated:

The mother exceedeth a thousand fathers in
the right to reverence, and in the function of
educator.* -

Another verse says:

The good women should ever be honored and
worshipped like the gods themselves. By the
favor and the soul power of the true women
are the three worlds upheld.t
In practice, from my own experience, I

would say that the devotion of the Hindu
husband to his wife is quite as great as hers to
him. It is in fact one of the difficulties in
carrying on business in India, that as soon as
the men hear of the least little trouble or
illness of the women or children at home, they

* Laws of Manu, Bk, ii, 145.

t Matsya Purana, Ch, 214, ah. 21. All thie has
reminded me very forcibly of the beautiful teaching of
8t. John's Gospel, about * The Light that lighteth every
man that cometh into the world.”

27
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rush away and let all their business go to
pieces 30 that they may be at home, and there
their loving care and devotion know no limits,
I suppose it is well known that in the sphere
of the home the rule of the woman is para-
mount. I doubt if the Hindu husband very
often expresses any opinion as to the food he
would like to eat or anything of the kind, for
he takes what he is given and generally does
what he is told to do in the home, In the
orthodox marriage service of the Church of
England, 2 woman says that she will “ love,
honor and obey ” her husband. In the Hindu
equivalent ritual the expressions are much
more ornate and extreme on both sides. I
suppose in each case the people concerned
know exactly how to discount the words.
Some people may object to this emphasis
upon the family as a fundamental social factor.
They say that it is socially degrading for the
women to be economically dependent upon the
men. Well, I can only say that it is nature
which in the main has provided that arrange-
ment. The man must be largely the bread-
winner, and the women must largely stay at
home, as long as we have the family system in
which children are kept at home. There has
been talk in the west about other arrange-
28



THE FAMILY
ments by means of which people will come
together to produce children and then those
children will be looked after in State or private
institutions; But that is not what is in view
in India.

The women’s position in the home is
honorable. There is no indignity in her not
going out into the world and fighting in the
welter of our modern competitive systems.
She is not * condemned” to some sort of
“gocially degrading ” condition of dependency.
She is playing a noble part in life. Must we
see everything in terms of money and com-
merce ?

Miss Mayo asserts that in the joint-family
house, the new bride is “the acknowledged
servant of the mother-in-law,” who is depicted
as a dreadful tyrant, which she may be some-
times, The words of the marriage service,
which I will quote in my next chapter, show
that no such relation is intended. Sometimes
on the contrary the mew wife rules the old
mother, through affection or through force of
character. There is a criticism also that the
husband will still keep his affection and
deference for his mother and will honor her
above his wife. These defects do sometimes
appear in the joint-family system, but on the

29
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other hand there are advantages. The women
are not tied so closely to the home, and can
often go visiting other branches of the family
for weeks at a time, and there is always much
loving belp at hand in times of difficulty or
frouble. 1 have not space here to describe a
joint-family house. It is usually a large
rambling place with several patios or couri-
yards, and many verandahs and rooms assigned
to different branches of the family. But the
living rooms, etc., are in common.

Miss Mayo will give little credit to the
Hindus for any sort of pure love. She tells us
a story of the great delight of a lady who gave
birth to a living baby boy. She had had two
failures before and had been much depressed
in consequence, but now she became impera-
tive: *“ Give me my son! 8Send at once to my
village and inform the father of my son that I
desire his presence!” The father came and
about a dozen other relatives, *heaping like
flies into the little family quarters attached in
India women’s hospitals, to each private
room.”* Something nasty must be said; I
should never have thought of flies. Ten days
later they bore the mother and child home in

* Mother India, p, 78.
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triumphant procession. Good people. Human
people.

This story is intended as a kind of negative
evidence. The idea is that if this wife had not
borne a son she would have been maltreated
or her life would have been made not worth
living ! Miss Mayo cannot see the normal joy of
motherhood in the case, although a few pages
back she told us of the grief of a poor mother
whose little girl had fallen down a well.

It is cruel to suggest that the Hindu
husband does not love his wife, but only desires
her because he may obtain from her some
personal gratification and the present of a son.
Family life in India is very affectionate, but
husband and wife do not like to show their
fondness for each other in public. It is some-
thing which they cherish as unique, beyond
all degree of friendship.
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CHAPTER 1I
MARRIAGE

That friend is the true friend who is near when
trouble comes ;

That man only is the brave man who can bear
the battle-drums;

Words are wind; deed proveth promise; he
who helps at need is kin ;

And the leal wife is loving though the husband
lose or win,

Hitopadesa

WE must note in thinking or speaking of
marriage among the Hindus that there are in
these days two ceremonies. Both of them are
called marriage, though the first is strictly
only a betrothal. Yet it is 80 much a marriage
that it is binding in law, and if the boy or man
dies the girl or woman is a widow. On this
account statistics of the married in India
cannot be used without close analysis. Some-
times the term is used for the first or
“ gift-marriage,” sometimes for the second or
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“consummation marriage”. After the first
marriage a girl-wife usually returns to her
parents’ house and lives there as a virgin
until the second ceremony is performed, when
she goes fo her husband's house and enters
upon the real duties of wifehood.

Sir Denzil Ibbetson remarks that in the
Punjab the second ceremony is separated from
the actual wedding by an interval of three,
five, seven, nine, or eleven years, and the girl's
parents fix the time for it, so that it often
happens that the earlier in life marriage takes
place, the later cohabitation begins.*

The gift-marriage is the only form of
marriage which takes place with young
children. Consummation below the age of
thirteen is illegal, and that, it must be
remarked, would be about equivalent to the
age of fifteen in our colder climates.

I want to draw attention to some of the
verses which are recited at the gift-marriage.

“] take thy hand to have a fine progeny,
that thou mayest live with me thy lord, until
thou shalt attain decay.” _

“This maiden, about to pass away from her
parents to the husband’s home, has ended her
vow of maidenhood.”

*The Leader, Sep. 19, 1927.
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“Go to the house, that thou mayest be the
lady of the house. As mistress thou shalt
direct the sacrificial rites,”

* Become thou now my partner, as thou hast
passed all the seven steps with me. Apart from
thee now I cannot live, Apart from me do not
thou live. Woe shall live together; we shall
will together ; we each shall be an object of love
to the other; we shall be a source of joy each
unto the other; with mutual goodwill shall
we live together, sharing alike all foods and
powers combined. I join thy mind, thy actions,
thy senses with mine...being what thou art,
come thou now unto me, O sweet and pure,
for the bringing forth of sons, wealth and
progeny.”

“ Be thou a loving queen to the father-in-law,
a loving queen to the mother-in-law, a loving
queen to the sons-in-law, a loving queen to the
brothers-in-law.”

These portions of the marriage ritual are
gathered together into the marriage service
from the ancient Vedas and Upanishads. It
is clear that they are inappropriate when
applied to little girls who will go straight
away from the ceremony back to their fathers’
houses and remain there for several years

before the time comes for the second ceremony
34



MARRIAGE

and the actual departure to the husband’s
house.

Sir T. Sadasiva Aiyar, late Judge of the
High Court, Madras, commenting upon the
opinions (not in agreement with current
customs) in this matter of the late Dewén
Bahadur Raghunitha Rao, whom he describes
as an intellectual giant, a great and genuinely
religious man, says:

Gift is not marriage, and the marriage itself
is & sacramental contract which can be legally
performed and completed between the bride-
groom and bride only after the bride completes
her fifteenth year (the age of a girl's majority.)

Gift is absolutely unnecessary and unmeaning
after the bride completes her fifteenth year and
attaina majority according to the Hindu law.
It is, however, advisable for the bride fo obtain
the consent and blessings of the authors of
her being when she enters into the marital
velation.

Sacramental marriage, after the free choice
by the bride who has completed her fifteenth
year, and by the bridegroom not less than
twenty-four years old, of each other and with
the consent and blessings of the parents of the
bride (as in the case of the marriages of Savitri
and Devahfti) is the best and most approved
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form. Marriage should take place after the
puberty of the bride and should legally take
place only then.*

The learned exponent of Hindu scriptures
and law adds that in strictness there should be
no widowhood of the bride if the bridegroom
happens to die before consummation. This is
not the custom now, but may be expected to
become so in time,

Before I take up the question of the
actual age of marriage in India at the present
time I must emphasize that the statistics
refer to gift-marriage, not to consummation,
and that they have therefore no connection
whatever with the age of motherhood.

From the quotations I have given above
from the marriage service it is evident that
the gift-marriage was formerly a ceremony
occurring just prior fo the consummation.
The causes for the later custom of much earlier
gift-marriage were not at all sexual, but
social. It is evident that this earlier ceremony
was instituted in dangerous times, so that the
girls might have the protection of the
husband’s family in case of any disaster
befalling the father’s family.

Dr. Annie Besant, who has long studied

* [Wake up, Indic. A. Besant, p. 47,
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these matters, has not minimized the evils of
child marriage when speaking of the Hindus,
but she has traced the trouble to its source,
which is not in the traditions and desires of
the Hindus, but in economic conditions. She
guotes the remarks of the Census Report to
the effect that the Aryan forbear of the pre-
sent day Brahman stood for a civilization and
morality far above those of the Dravidian
peoples with whom, even as a leader, he had to
associate himself. She affirms that the prema-
ture marrying of the early Aryan was then
due to his desire to safeguard the purity of bis
race and the morality of his daughter, by
securing for her a husband within her own
community at the earliest possible moment,
and certainly not to his imitation of the
customs of those inferior races.

Next came the dangers connected with
conquest of the country after India became
a prey to foreign invasion ; it was then natural
that a father should desire to gain for his
daughter another protector, one to whom she
could turn if the father's home were broken
up or raided.

But the great reason for the preservation
of early marriage in India in these modern
days, when it has been abandoned almost
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everywhere else, is the gradual lowering of
the social status of Hindu women following
the gradual decrease of their education, due to
the disappearance of village schools,

As she lost her position of social and civic
equality, as her education became more neglect-
ed and her faculties were not trained, invariably
she sank to a lower position and was no longer
looked upon as the equal of the man she
married. Then inevitably also, the earlier
marriage of the girl brought about the earlier
marriage of the boy.*

Wherever educational facilities are provi-
ded for the girls the tendency is for the
marriage age to rise.

Professor A. A. Macdonell gives another
reason for the growth of child-marriage. He
says it was undoubtedly due to the increasing
difficulty of securing suitable husbands belong-
ing to the same caste as the daughter. Inci-
dentally he tells us that the marriage age is
not now so very low, for: * In 1921 the average
age of marriage (i.e., of the first ceremony, or
betrothal) in Bengal was about twelve and a
half for girls and rather under twenty for
men.”t |

*Wake up, [ndia, p. 63,
tIndia's Past, A. A, Macdonell, p. 79.
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We cannot, however, ignore still another
fact—that the Hindus mostly disapprove of
young people making their selections of
partners by what they would regard as passion.
They think that a young man ought not to
go about weighing up all the girls and regard-
ing many of them as possible partners, The
same idea, of course, applies to the girls in
their selection of life-partners. They think
that it is much better that the parents with
calm wisdom should get together and make the
arrangements for the young people.

It must be added that at present the young
people acquiesce in this; they are quite satis-
fied that things should be arranged in this
way. Woe are almost all ruled by the customs
of our respective countries, and this, which
would seem so startling a proposition to our
modern young people, seems quite as it should
be to the youths and maidens of India.

There is no mystery of sex to excite the
young people in India. 