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Oh ! Hara ! If the praise of Thee by one who does
not know the full extent of Thy greatness is not proper,
then the praises of Thee even by Brahma and other Gods
are also inadequate. Aad if all who praise Thee accord-
ing to their intellectual capacity are ébn’side;gd faultness,
then even this attempt of mine to compose a hiymn on

Thee is faultless, , ’
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Oh! Haral Who can fully praise Theg whose greatness -
is beyond the reach of speech .and mind and which even
the Vedas describe with fear by the method of . Not this,

~ Not this (i.e. Even the Vedas are unable to describe what

exactly the Paramatman is). By whom that greglnego

containing that many qualities and which cannot be pes=
ceived by any thing, can bs praised ? But whose mind,
and speech will not tura to the form taken later (by the

Paramatman)? . - g
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Oh! Brahmanl Destroyer of the three Cmes' To

. Thee who art the Author of the honey-like sweet and
nector-like divine Veda$, eyen the words of theDeva-guru-

' Brahaspathn _cannot cause any wonderment, However,

my mind has attempted in the task of praising Thee -

prompted only by the idea that,by prauung Thy glories,
I can punfy my speech.

emaaramﬁma@m
ﬁﬁmﬁiﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ%mﬁwu




13

gansussmru.lm M!Jﬁ%&“élﬁ“UmWUUW"M@ﬁ
5““5‘"6“’@ AILVSD , He) mag- GswriBBray=

=)
Jll-mmnﬁﬂ'lbﬂol&m mU’g ﬂ'msﬁlun'mn'm‘mw BB} .
dguorsg]m euums@urr@m fAs55 @waenGs
: gL gw: I 41

4’. m‘m&laamr Sefidgh urwGsr| Gm,ﬁrﬂmsrﬁsb ;nair@
dﬂmﬂpuut_t_gl.b auGaub, JFRED, Swsv erdrgun s
@Wha&w& QESr&TH 2 cvRdwry usat-S g, &rHss
Sip AW pHOsT PRy QFilyd apedrg 'anq._mgb'
aqr;{:@wr@mmr TGl SEMUS GerentouBr 60T~
D’ 0T @I B D@ ‘B P sLoulsy AL duntad@ Ssrid
Gﬁrslm:sugm, o Tl SpumGumu  Defitusoal
mrurhrrf‘é,mp&asrrs Qarm@ﬁm m_m,smﬁuﬁmd' l.qmmu
aeprts. . e

_ {d-b) QAopamry Bopow smvun-él,s;smu-surg.
SISOV  6TerY o DIUD ﬁlﬂ'_ﬁrﬂlﬁsir’ Sicrehreafis G
VR PAmw wrefs@s. a;ﬂmu'stﬁ&dr a',é,ﬁanasru mu'li';iiswﬁ
as&'r&lw_aam ol em.awud TS pair . :

L Ol Vatadal (Bestower of Boons) Thy Greatness is
“descrild in the three Vedas, which with the three quali-.
tles. ‘VZ, - Sattwa, Rajas and- Tamas, creates, preseryes

and deroys the world taking three forms. To refute tlns .
greatne, some fools, advance arguments, which -may he
. telisheby the ignorait, but to others (the learned) these '

words *11 be hateful.
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we,

Without proper understanding of Thy
which is béyond the reach of human intéllec| some
people, (the Atheists) afe vociferous in their vail argu.
ments namely, to fulfil what: desiré, having wh body
what instruments, support and materials does thd:reator
cieates the three worlds ? These vain arguments hd the
mankind only to delusion, ‘ .
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Oh! Lord of Gods! Though the worlds have parts. can .
they be without origin ? without a creator is the creation
of the worlds possible ? Can anybody except God attempt
to cfeate the worlds ? Some people raise doubts regarding
Thy existence because they are not wise.
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@b Qadpasr §ouCar wrant, HuGy WaDrGsat-erer
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@

There are diﬁerént paths of worship as laid down lﬁ’
the three Vedas, Sankhya, Yoga, Pasupatha and. Vaishs'

nava texts. Peopie follow these different paths acéording
as they - consider this path is the-best or that path is the
best and so on, due to the difference in their tempera-
ments.- But all these paths reach Thee alone jush asal]
the rivers. whether straight or crooked reach the ocean
only.
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O Bestower of Boons,an old bull, a weapon called
katwanga, an axe, a skin (of tiger or elephant)sacred ash,
o human skull, etc are - Thy possessions. But the gods
enjoy the great wealth caused by the mere lifting of Thy
.eye-brows; Yes, the mirage of worldly pleasurés cannot
caiise aelusion in one who delights in his own self.
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P ,
O Destroyer of the Tripuras! Some say.that the

' whole Universe is permanent, others say- this is not per-

manent and some-others say the universe is both perma—
pent and non - permanent — according to their character-
estics. Astonished by these -statements, yet I do not
hesitate to praise Thee. Does not this.talkativeness show.
my audacity? :
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O, Girisa, when yon took the form of a pillar of fire,
Brahma tried above and Vishnu tried below to measure
Thy greatnéss but miserably fajled.

barpbgun

Afterwards realising

their folly when they praised Thee and worshipped Thee,
Thou appeared before them of Thy own accord. This
indicates that Thy worship cann,
fruit. ‘
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Oh | Destroyer of the Three Cities | Ravana, making
the three worlds without enemies with little effort, was
still with hands eager for war,” This was the result of his
stead fast devotion to Thee—Devotion which made him
to offer his heads as cluster of Lotuses to Thy feet.




.22
AT TR R g
TerRSTash @RiEdt e |
AT qAISsHUSaABIIB AR
- givgreEaEEIag A gl @ ) e

S|PipU S HBaTmLHESMIFD Ymaish
- uergmannrCa(s) 9 sazpHambger of&y-
. ‘ WwIwE: |
- SIOULT BT ETCa( 9y )ULMMF BTEIGRL HAyead
urdlasrganinureSs o gpudlCar Wanws)
) &0:il 12

12. obemwn wAss HS@D Bgps uw S s
wen 5B St cusaaidr aisweEmw D_ihapsnL_us QIFY v
SOTSET  mEvrav uiausd ol Gio smansaﬁg (&30
owd grés yupdss ips Qrraswdr B o g
ardd  Qu@ealrivs HPCH WS H emdrPu Gurg
ur Srerib euenpudsh SCY seirar L’ H DG Lb Bmiusps
Sfw o ghulc g gEatusH@s gvLdr Hsunrs
(Bmwmﬁaﬁﬁumt._eﬁ@s&n :

(c2-b) Rrroisrsr st DUS STES QpuHAS Bgno
ST ¥ Aaulrrept srdd QU Hefuirsd SipSHa
swiiad Qedisrt srdrugnd Qerard HUCET Frsrard
Urg-t QUEGT Sar wlhlSg supdissr L Qup@sir erelru
s WhSgwrar ereory. Qadrd Doepravsivud st
B0H 4y ubssHgub LT D@OLTLa5
SO Pererit, gop_eir Guor DL G0 ereiIg eTes
gred SM&EGE Qedaiypid asBenioupd @mi_gbﬁc,mr Sauf
LG B6ir eusBeminsmid sri(Hib QWO T (GLh,

~ The strength of the Arms of Ravana was obtained by
worshipping Thee. But when lLié showed this strength to
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thy abode Kailasa, Thou by pressing a little Thy toe
pushed him to the patala (the nether world) even whert;
he could not stay. Surely, the wicked, when affluent
becomes deluded. - |
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_ Oh1Giver of Boons, Banasura brought thie thrée
worlds uader his command and lowered the great wealth
of Indra. That he did this is no wonder = because he
worshipped Thy feet; what elevation does not one get. by
bowing down the head to Thee. '
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Oh | Three-eyed God ! Thou drank the poison-dué to
compassion on the Devas and Asuras who were struck with
" fear at the unexpected destruction of this universe by this
poison. The stain on the throat of Thee due to this act
really beautified Thee: Even deformity becomes admir-
able in the case of one who is given' to saving the Ui~

verse from fear.
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object of memory-only, by thinking Thee like ordinary
‘other gods. Because an insult to the self-controlled great-
men will not do good. ‘
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Tho danced to save the world, but while dancing, S
" the earth reached a doubtful state whether it would last of
_not by the mighty striking of Thy feet. the Antariksha
world (region beiween earth and heaven) along with the
' planets also feit the same way by the movement of Thy
] jron-club-like hands and the ‘heaven becdme miserablé
due to its side being struck by the waving of Thy ‘matted
hair-locks. What a wonder? - Even the mightiness be;je-:

comes the cause of trouble. o o |
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The river (Ganges) which pervadsd the sky and the
beauty of whose foams were enhanced due to the stars,
looked smaller than a drop of water ot Thy head: Again
the: same rivet turnéd the world intg iglands surfounded
by water. The greatness of Thy divine body should be
inferred by this. o :
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When Thou wanted to de‘fstroy the three cmm) (of
gold silver and mon) which were Just a plcoe* of straw

peetwely to Thee‘ Why all teli”ese pwrap‘hemah
(because: Thou burnt these three citied by just a:sI
The Lord’ will not be.depsndent on kis seryants: b will
only play with: them. - .
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. Oh! Destroyer of the three cities | Maha szhnu
worshipped Thee with oae thousand lotus flowers and
when one lotus was found short, he immediately pluck-
ed his eye and offered it in the place of the lotus. This

. ripe devotion unto Thy feet transformed into CHAKRA-
¥UDHA, a weapon called sudarsana, which. remams al~-
ways alert in protecting the three worlds,
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The sacrifice having been completed, Thou art
ever ready to give the fruits thereof. Without worship-
ing Thee how can the past action give the result? There-
fore, tealising Thee as the giver of fruits and having

faith in the scriptures people become firm in doing these
sacrifices.
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Oh! Lord giver of refuge ! Daksha, an expert in
performing sacrifices, performed a sacrifice where the
Rishis were the priests, and the gods were the audience.
But destruction to this sacrifice came from Thee who are
verily the bestower of fruits of the sacrifice. This is
because of the fact that without devotion to Thee, the
sacrifice turns into an ABICHARA which will cause only
injury to the performer.
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Oh Lord! Brahma, the creator of the Universe, seized
with passion with his own daughter (Tilothama) tried to
get her forcibly and when she ran away in the form of a
hind, Brahma also taking the form of a stag chased her.
And the Anger of Thee, who took the form of a hunter
with bow in hand, has not yet left Brahma, though stro-
ngly pierced by Thy arrow and terror-strucken he has
fled to the sky.
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Oh, Destroyer of the three cities! Oh, Bestower of
Boons ! Parvathi saw in her front, the God of Love
(Manmatha) with bow in hand, was burat in a moment
like a piece of straw by Thee. 1If even after seeing this,
proud of her beauty, she thinks that Thou art under her
fascination because she occupies half of Thy body which
is only due to her hard penance, alas ! the young women
are surely under delusion.
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Oh, Destroyer of Manmatha ! Oh, Bestower of
Boons | Thou playest in the cremation ground, Thy com-
panions are the ghosts, Thy body is smeared with ash of
the burnt bodies and Thy garland is of human skulls. All
this conduct of Thine is thus inauspicious; but to those
who think of Thee, Thou becomest the cause of great
prosperity. ‘
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Thou art verily that truth which the yogis realise
through concentration of mind in the inner-self, control-
ling breatth according to the sastras and realising which
they, thrilling with joy, shed tears and as if swimming
in a sea of nectar, enjoy inner bliss.
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The learned men hold about Thee the limited opin-
fon, that Thou art the Sun, Moon, Fire, Air, Water, the
space, the earth and the Self. But we do not know that
thing which Thou art not,
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Oh, giver of refuge ! made up of the three letters
A,U,M indicating the three Vedas, three conditions and
three gods, the word ‘OM’ speaks of Thee separately.
United by the subtle sound, the Pranava (OM) collec-




40

tively mentions Thee as the absolute trancendent Brahman
(The Paramathma).
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Oh Lord ! Thou art mentioned by the eight names
Bhava, Sarva, Rudra, Pasupati, Ugra, Mahadeva, Bhima
and Isana even by the Vedas. To Thee who artso be-
loved to the Vedas and who is offulgent I prostrate.
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Oh, Lover of Forests | my salutation unto Thee who
art very nesr and also very far away. Oh Destroyer of
Manmatha ! my salutatioa unto Thee who art the subt-
lest and also nhe largest, Oh, Three eyed lord! my
salutation unto Thee who art the oldest and also the
youngest. I offer this my salutation unto Thee who art
all and also transcending all.
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. My salutations unto Thee, Bhava,who with excess of
Rajas createg the world, unto H
Tamas destroys the universe, unto Mruda who with excess
of Sattwa brings happiness to the people. Salutation unto

Thee, called Siva, as Brahman o Paramathma transcend-
ing all these three attributes, ‘
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Oh, Giver of Boons, where is my mind which has not
deéveloped properly and subjected to misery ? where is
Thy eternal Divinity possessing infinite virtues 7 Though
seized with fear because of this, my devotion to Thee
has rendered me fearless and compelied me to offer this
garland of speech~flowers at Thy feet.
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Oh, Lord, If the blue mountain be ink (powder), the
ocean the ink~pot. the branch of the tree of heaven the
pen, the earth the writing leaf and with all these if
Sarada, the Goddess of learing, writes for all time, even

then the limit of Thy Divine virtues will not be reached.
LY
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" The best of the SIVAGANAS Pushpadantha by
nameé componsed this hymn made up of beautiful verses in
praise of the Lord who is worshipped by Asuras, Rishis
and Gods, who- has adorned himself with the moon on
His head, whose divine virtues have been sung by all
but really who is the Paramatman transcending all the
- gunas or attributes. ‘
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One who reads this beautiful stotra daily with great
devotion becomes equal to SIVA in the abode of SIVA
and while living in this world he gets abundant wealth,
leng life, number of children and also fame.
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There is no God greater than SIVA, no hymn greater
than this Mahimnas stotra, no mantra greater than Agora
Manthra and thers is nothing to be known than the
nature of the GURU,-(bccause the Guru shows the way
to realise @od).
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Initiation into spiritual life, charity, penanee, pilgri-
mage, knowledge of scriptures, performing sacrifices all
these even put together will not get one sixteenth part of
the benefit got by the recitation of the Mahimnas stotra,
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The King of the Gandharvas, Pushpadantha by name
is a devotee of SIVA. -Fallen from his position due to
the anger of SIVA, Pushpadantha composed this beautiful
Mahimcas stotra. (And by this he got back his original
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If any person recites this unfailing stotra composed
by Pushpadantha, with single minded devotion and folded
hands, after worshipping SIVA who is adored by gods
and great sages and who grants both heaven (swarga) and
Moksha (liberation), he reaches SIVA being worshipped

by Kinnaras, (a kind of heavenly beings with human form
and the head of a horse)
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This hymn unparalleled, sacred, sung by Gandharva,

auspicious and describing the greatness of Iswara is all
very pleasing to the mind from beginning to end.
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This worship through speech is dedicated to the Lord

Sankara. May the ever-auspxclous SIVA the Lord of gods
therefore be pleased with me.
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. .Oh, Maheswara' I do not’know Thy real natife of

what sort Thou art. Oh, Mahadeva! 6f ‘whatever fiature’

Thou mayest be, my salutatzon unto Thee agam, and’
again.
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‘Thé ‘person who reads this hymn uonce, twice. of
ﬂihi'ige is glorlﬁed in the SIVALOKA bemg1reheved of all
gins.
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