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sraareaEy 11, 18, 28, 30, 46, 51, 53, 80; 92, 93,

100, 101.

I. NILAKANTHA DIKSHITA, known also as Sever
B&fair, belongs to the seventeenth century as stated by
himself in his NilakanthaVijaya Champu, a verse wherein
assigns to the Champu the Kali Year 4738 correspond-
ing to A. D, 1637 as the date of its composition. Three
kingdoms, the Pallava Nad (Chingleput and North
Arcot), the Pandya Nad (Madura and Chera) and
Tinnevelly vie with one another in each claiming him
as its own—the first as the son of its soil in Adayap-
palam near Virinchipuram, Kanchi; the second as the
chosen Prime Minister of its king Tirumalai Naicker; the
third as the resident of its village Lirewrwen.. (Palama-
dai) in hisclosing years. Three Muses, the Muse of
Kavya Sastra (Poetry), the Muse of Tatva Sastra
(Philosophy), the Muse of BhaktiSastra (Divine fervour),

have been profusely favouring his family for 6 genera--

tions above and below, while .a fourth Muse of Artha
~ Bastra (Statesmanship) has been particularly honourmg
- him in addition. The #1578y (geneological tree) gives. full
particulars of his lineage. That he has won for himself
the highest place of honour among the poets, philoso-
~ phers and statesmen of his age will be eaally seen from
 contemporary writings, - . . A :

LI
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II. Tradition, supported, in & way, by the inter-
nal evidence furnished by the works of Nilakantha, has
woven three charming legends about his life-history,
about his Pitt-like entry into the Pandya Nad, as the
Prime Minister of Tirumalai Naick, his brilliant career
there like that of Manivachaka and his Wolsley-like exit
into the village of Palamadai in his closing days. It
will be useful to narrate them at the outset in the
barest outline as they are not generally known and as
they furnish the key to the correct understanding of
most of his writings.

(a) The 1stlegend relalesio his entry into Madum

a8 its Prime Minister.
. In the course of a family partition and in answer
to the question of Appayya, as to what he wanted a®
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‘his share in the Daya, the budding boy Nilakantha
declared unhesitatingly that he valued Appayya’s HqF
(Krpa) higher than even a Maharajya. With tears of
pride and joy welling up in his eyes, that great Appayya
:gave him Raghuvamsa and Devi-Mahatmya in palm leaf
manuscripts with 200 lines on each leaf and sent him to
Madura with hearty blessings that a Maharajyam will
soon voluntarily woo him. Patanjali in his Yoga Sutras
solemnly assures WIAATA TEHAGEBIAGET. Bhava-
bhuti in his Uttara Rama Charita declares with equal
emphasis :

Sifrmai & argmad amgady |

WO gATrETAt SraAd sgaE ‘

The Vak of the truthful Appayya becomes true
very soon.  The daily discourses on Devi-Mahatmya,
regularly delivered by Nilakantha while yet in his teens,
on the banks of the Svarna Padmini, in the ancient
soul-stirring oriental style, now lamentably disappear-
ing, before an ever-growing gathering of thousands and
often listened to unobserved by Tirumalai Naick him-
self during his routine nocturnal visits, revealed to him
the priceless treasures lying hidden within the tiny
frame. He at once set his heart upon making the boy
bis Prime Minister. To stem the tide of discontent
surging among his indigenous subjects against the
introduction of an alien element—a feature not peculiar
to modern times alone—he convened a Parishad in true
oriental fashion and offered the premiership to whom-
soever will answer the simple question,

How did (= come to be called ®rF ‘?‘ |
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Vacant looks, violent heart-beats and shaking
heads were the response. As the king was about to-
dissolve the Parishad in despair, up rose to his feet a-
slim and timid yet resolute form, from a remote corner
wherein it had remained tucked up and gave co-instanti
the required answer,

et T T AT ZAA0 YAT G FOF: ?
ceeRT S aET asEEl ada SFSSH

the substance of which is this :—

“ When the All-merciful Sita Devi, unmindful of
the outrage committed on her by Jayanta, the -
son of ix (Indra), by pecking her bosom,
interceded generously with the incensed but
All-forgiving Ramachandra, Jayanta stood
pardoned in consequence. The female crows
and the male crows that had gathered sent up-
respectively joyous cries tosthe effect,

Which woman in--this world (%T) can equal Sita
in gWT P '
Which man in this world (s:) can equal Rama
in g4t P
The combination of the two letters [ and &:
thus pronounced by them gave rise to the appellationr
#l%. Applauses greeted the figure from all sides and
he was installed as Prime Minister. Need it be said
that the figure was none else than Nilakantha ?

(b) The 2nd legend demonstrates that amidst
.the pleasures and splendours of a life in the dazzling
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Royal Court, Nilakantha was living the austere serene.

. and simple life of a Recluse. One fine morning, at the

PR R

behest of Tirumalai Naick, the usual palanquin ap-
peared in front of the house of Nilakantha, earlier than
the appointed hour, for taking him to the Durbar.
Hall. His 18-year-old daughter was just then on a.
visit to her parents’ house with her 25-year-old
husband, after her marriage with him in her 8th year,
10 years before. In answer to a question of the
palanquin-bearers, she stated blandly that her father
was in the house of a chuckler, while really he was at.
his worship in his house at the Pooja Dalam.. The
fact was that Nilakantha had sent his worn-out.
sandals to the chuckler for mending and all the while
he was enquiring within his mind, at the time of the
pooja, why the chuckler had not brought them back.
This episode further illustrates what uncanny powers:
a woman doing Q{Q&sr sincerely, like the daughter of
Nilakantha, can acquire. The girl was able to see what
was passing in her father’s mind and spoke the barest
truth. The father’s body alone was in the house. His
mind was in the hut of the chuckler.

(c) This takesus to the 3rd legend. The Ananda-
sagarastava has its roots in this episode. Between .
1628 and 1635, the construction of the famous Pudu-
mandapam was under way. Sundaramurti Asari, the
palace sculptor, had carved out in a pillar of marble,
exquisitely, the figure of Siva’s wqEWT with Brahma

on one side and Vishnu on the other. The Vaishnavites .
objected to the installation. A huge controversy :
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i*a.ged for 6 months between the Saivites headed by
Nilakantha and the Vaishnavites headed by an equally
great Vaishnavite. It required the full play of all the

talents and dialectics of Nilakantha to emerge success-

fully from the contest. Immediately after, another
trouble arose. Sundaramurti Asari had easily won &
name and fame for reaching perfection in his &rt even’
at the very first sitting. While chiselling the statue of
the senior queen of Tirumalai Naick, intended to be
placed in the Pudu Mandapam, he experienced the
saddest tragedy of his life. A thin slice flew away

from the right thigh of the statue, leaving that part -

defective. He sat at it a second time but with the
same result. Perplexed and perturbed beyond measure,
ke explained the situation to Nilakantha, who happened
to be there then, superintending the operations. As
the result of a short and steady introspection, Nila-

kantha advised the sculptor to leave the statue as it

was. The sculptor, when demanded by the king the
next day, recounted all that had happened between
him and Nilakantha. Devoured by jealousy, the green-
eyed monster, and with the knowledge he had of the

existence of a mole in the thigh of his queen, the king .

suspected, Bhoja-like, some questionable relationship
between her and Nilakantha. He lashed himself into
& paroxysm of anger and fury and ordered the arrest
of Nilakantha, determined to scotch out his eyes and

fill them with camphor. Nilakantha was in the Pooja

‘Dalam, when the military commandant arrived with
a full battalion. Nilakantha instinctively scented the
situation, with the grace of Sri Minakshi, and wholly
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unabashed, applied the camphor to his eyes and they
became blind forthwith. The (ommandant was re-

quested to convey to the king the news that his wishes '
had been duly carried out. With a conscience smitten
for his own iniquity, and trembling from head to foot,
‘the penitent king ran up to Nilakantha and prayed for
pardon. Moved by the genuine remorse and contrition
.of the king, the blind Nilakantha entered into com-

munion with Sri Minakshi. What follows ?

Out, flowed in full flood, like the Kanakadhara-
.stava of Sri Sankara, with m:ﬁ‘:ﬁ'mmﬁ%wa’, in
torrential eloquence equal to the force of the Ganges,
-the Anandasagarastava, in 105 verses, from Nilakan-
tha’s heart, with a genuine prayer to Sri Minakshi for
the restoration of his eyesight, more for giving relief to
the remorse-bitten king than to himself. Such is the
-origin of Anandasagarastava. More about it in the
-sequel. Suffice it to say here that tearing himself

from the Royal Court, Nilakantha, to the inconsolable
.grief of the king, made wrerwam (Palamadai) ,the
home of his closing days, honoured down to his
-dissolution by his royal grants.

III. Many of the writings of Nﬂakantha in
-common with those of his renowned sire Appayya, have
become irrecoverably lost to us. The works now extant
consist of three Mahakavyas, eight Laghu Kavyas, a

Nataka and a commentary on %ﬂ?, a Vyakarna
-Grantha.

IV. The Mahakavyas are Gangavatarana, Nila-
*kantha Vijaya Champu and Siva Lilarnava.
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Gangavatarana, asits name implies, deals with the-
victorious exploits of Bhagiratha, for bringing down:
to the Earth, from the celestial regions above, the holy
Ganges, and also with the greatness of Paramesvara.
The Second brings out similarly the J=IFHREUNC of Sri
Siva, implicit in his devouring the poison Halahala,
which came out of the ocean of Milk, when churned by
the Devas and the Asuras and in saving the world-
from immediate destruction, thus establishing that he
is not a Samharakarta, as erroneously supposed, but a

‘real protector of the world. The Sive Lilarnava, on

which mainly rests his fame as a great poet, depicts-
the 64 lilas of Siva in charming ecstatic poetry, inters-
persed with brilliant flashes of hasya rasa (wit and
humour). It is noteworthy that the poet, fed on
Frevarad and imbued with a real poetic sense of
justice, correctly points out that the vanquished Jainas
themselves voluntarily ascended the scaffold, thus-
redeeming Tirugnana Sambanda, from the charge of

cruelty levelled sgainst him, as a cruel victor in the-
philosophical duel between them.

. V. The eight laghu Kavyas consist of Kalividam-
bana, Sabharanjuna Sataka, Sivotkarsha Manjari,

Sivatatva Rahasya, Anyapadesa Sataka, Vairagya.
Satal\:a, Santi Vilasa and Anandasagarastava.

(a) Kalividambana and Sabharanjana Sataka are-
delightful effusions of a promising youthful courtier
poet, luridly painting the several gradually deteriorat-
ing religious and economic conditions, of the people of
his time, amidst biting and brilliant flashes of sparkling-
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wit and humour. To this day, almost every verse
therein is on the lips of even a layman, as a household.
word.

(b) The Sivotkarsha Manjar:, Stvatatva Rahasya
and Anyapadesa Salaka are the ecstatic outpourings of
a Jiva, immersed in Siva Bhakti and negotiating step
by step, on his onward march, the thorny paths of
karma and yearning for the acquision of Vairagya and
Santi, s0 very essential for realizing the Ananda in-
herent in him, with the aid of Divine grace. They
take equal rank with the Sivananda Lahari, and Soun-
darya Lahari of Sri Sankara and the Vairagya Sataka.
of Bhartruhari. ' L

(c) The Vairagya Sataka, Santi Vilasa and
Anandasagarastava are companion volumes reflecting,
as in a mirror, the tribulations, doubts, perplexities and
conflicts, which harass, torment, torture and agonise
a Jiva, treading the paths of Karma and Gnana,
hankering after @WeATAZIFTIA.

VI. I wish to sound, at this stage, a note of warn-
ing. The merits and beauties of Nilakantha’s minor
poems can be best percieved, appreciated, enjoyed and
judged by those who make a thorough study of all of
them in the original, in their chronological order and in
the light of his chequered life-history. So approached,
they take equal rank with the predecessors of Nila- -
kantha, including even Sri Sankara, for felicity of
expression, sublimity of ideas, dgpth of religious
fervour and heights of poetical fancy. 1 say even “Sri
Sankara” because it has to be said about his writin gs
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‘whether Ashtakams or Laharis or Prakarana or Bhash-
yas, that being the productions of an Avatar of
Isvara and Isana, the fountain head of all powers
.and all Vidyas, they are models of perfection, from
-start to finish, differing from the works of other poets,
born or made, which like a sugar cane get progressively
-sweeter and sweeter, as they march on in life, from
boyhood into youth, from youth into adoloscence and
from adoloscence to old age. It is no wonder that
amany & critic, not in possession of the aforesaid key,
has been led unwittingly into avoidable errors of
Judgment regarding the merits of some of Nilakantha’s
works Can Kalidasa or Valmiki or Muka Ka.w paint
-EB!IE, TSR, aica®m, ete., in the hues of s (dawn)
XHRIEAFE (full moon) and FHx (lotus) ?

VII. The very beautiful and acourate Tamil
rendering of Brahmasri Mahalinga Sastrigal, a scion of
the family of Nilakantha, followed, as it has been, by
-an intelligent, elaborate and scholarly exposition of the
underlying ideas and Kavihridhaya, (‘aﬁﬁ]’@‘-{a) has
made it unnecessary to enter into a detailed analysis
of the contents of Anandasagarastava. An introduc-
tion is hardly the place for such an analysis. I shall
therefore content myself with the following summary.

VIII. The Anandasagarastave, as 1 read it, is
the soliloquy of a Jiva, lacerated by a thousand conflict-
ing emotions convulsing him, from head to foot, and
struggling with wings undeveloped, soar into the dizzy
heights of srraegrayer after discarding the fickle, fleet-
ing, evanescent, hollow and elusive pleasures of youth,



xix
wealth, power, royal favour and every other earthly
distinction. Every verse is a priceless gem, shining in
matchless brilliance, too dazzling for an uninitiated and
an untrained eye. The first 60 verses were composed,.
if tradition and internal evidence speak true, while he:
was still in the throes of the excruciating pain, caused
by the burning and blinding camphor he had applied to-

them. The 3rd verse reminds one of the lamentatlonS«
of Bhartruharl and Sri Sankara.

‘ an;gf‘:'a TRAAEIATEN ar
FEEAE ggd fena: & ar )
= AR gata ar WAt waest
TRIEEART G2 FAATTH ST
(sm=gaTEa: 3.)
FET e R ARy 3a
;i Ry Frrersafgz )
Y aitdry fagege oy Boga
- udidfa B Rt ot Faae)
e aa TrgAfes SKERmmE [ T
armataRd war T aaa: S g a9 |
LY T FaER™ & axiua Ak
TETHTAF T ng‘%r HASTAT =T |
(Ream=Eit 66.):
aﬁrsa Hasr At waaveigih-
e T Huraty qoamaas: |
FRan areaee gl s R
WEEASSSET TERTREAN T )
(ot gmaEwfy wg 61.)
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Ag qrdY qrazggquiAgon: ART WAL

a1g e sWarmafiadr ¥ stafvar |

3z AN DR EEEa e

T WASE T¥g TT SFIUEY AR TR

(A1 Sehgany 49.)

What can be more thrilling than the unbounded
«child-like faith in the Devi, revealed in verses 3 to 6
and 12? What can be more disheartening than the
-description, in verses 7 to 11 and 15, of the pe.rl.)lexing,
conflicting and unhinging theories cha;‘aotepsmg the
Vedantic teachings (the gnana marga), difficult of
understanding and realization, even after a series of
.endless births and deaths ? What can be more harrowing
than the evanescence, impermanence and hollowness of
the pleasures open to a Jiva, meticulously following the
thorny path of Karma, which enjoys its performance
and nonperformance in the same breath, depicted in
verses 16 to 21?2 What can be more disquieting than
the heart-rending exclamations in verses 22 to 27, re-
garding the real nature of the so-called Bhakthi-Marga,
which has an inescapable tendency to drag a Jiva into
the whirlpool of Samsara ? What can be more perplex-
ing than the searching questionnaire, contained in verses
28 to 34, as to who is Jiva; what is Brahma; what
is Samsara and its origin, and how it affects us; what
is your goal and by what means can you reach it ?
What can be more attractive than the doctrines of
Self-surrender, set out in verses 35 to 41?7 What can
be more brilliant than the flights of philosophic
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.conception ‘and imagery, poured forth in verses 51,
53, 80, 92, 100, 101, etc.

IX. There is fragrant lower of poetry, blushing
unseen, in Sabhkaranjana Sataka :

AR T TErR FAq T AR |
w a= weit sty aswatta s =
(s, 28.)

“ What the all-reaching rays of the sun and moon
cannot penetrate, what defies the vision of Yogis, what
escapes the notice even of the all-knowing Siva, is
visible to a poet instinctively.” True to his words, the
born poet that Nilakantha is, he visualised and wrote
what all has been said in the first 60 verses, while still
blind. But, when the'lamentations reach a very high
pitch in the 61st sloka, wherein he complains that
meither the perfect fa‘ag_% acquired by Nilakantha,
the Karmatha, nor the divine fervour in which the
Bhakthi-intoxicated Nilakantha was swimming, affords
any help, in his attempt to perceive the sublime beauty
of the feet of Sree Minakshi, in spite of Her condescen-
ding mercy and grace, without the aid of the physical
eye, the eyes regain their power. What follows? The
poet, philosopher, saint and sage bursts forth, in langu-
age of torrential eloquence, into an ecstatic description
of Devi, the feet which constitute the cynosure of even
Yogis like Suka, with the nails eclipsing the brilliance
of the moon and the tingling and inviting gL, the
utsanga coveted by Brahma,Vishnu andRudra, the thigh

~which chases away the misery of Siva resting onit, her
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flowing garland, the shining pomegranate-like row of
teeth, the smile which brings its Mangala to the afflicted
devotees, the FIITSHHIT which is the quintessence
of the Sara of all Agamas, the Nasamani, the Tatanka,
and Kataksha, etc.

Such is the Amnandasagarastava of Nilakantha,
wherein are treasured the richest devotional and
philosophic concepts, and which takes the authok, the
reader, the hearer, the translators and editors all glike
to the Ananda of the Divine Presence.

MADURA (Sd.) N. NATESA AYYAR |
} Dharmabhushana, Dharma -

.10—-3-——1‘944 Samvardhaka.
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1. I contemplate on the wave-like succession of
glances, impelled by a swift-springing gale of com- .
passion, of the Mother of the Universe, even while I !
stood at great distance sluggishly despairing of
being vouchsafed an opportunity to plead my plight !
before her. )
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- 2. .How can I have anything to say which is not
{ already known to you (in your omniscience)? And yet
the urgent thoughts being forcibly shut up will deprivé
me of the relief which I direly need from their outflow;
" Daughter of Malayadhvaja Pandya, my Mother, [
~ therefore request you to give me a hearing: :

HIeh(d RANZAATT T |
HEAIZAET EIT [HAT: FS ar |
T 77 &AM At At Eaer E
AT g FIANR @ N3y
%;@,;,-8.9'5,_5 -?g‘f_ltamn"@mﬁmms@m eur
N8~ aiv g1 B0Tp with Do s QUL aur |
wONT 10CGrr &y S wr o ey gh S |
sovwren gaurizen) Hrs: susurd Caup s Il A |
AR =5 g Carcir WA=y 1pC e 7Y arred
A=(1ps &5 gib qu_,égéGz.s/raérG’l_sir TeTm Qs T
A =eragyan L_w erid ATRATT = (ﬁmwwn-a'\))@m@,_b_a
BorS @ guib T & A FSA= g, 11119 eresremr Licves San_g
sUBurEpm? W= sr@u @ na::mm@m W




4 24,6571 S 6T &6 SEULD

LH&T LD Kq'f\ﬁ=p_@@5@mfr qi=gsrauer SRAA=geurrFPser

Boswgflo T =cranguydp ey B §Hh gL

@wQ@err W 9 W@ = o JQuidile e (Lperedy

Yo & TN =wrer mssgwss OsfldsmsQsrer
&G perr.

1

e s A AR i e WA e it st

(& - eon) erer gmésgosl Qpi wrfl b QEre |

s Glgrerer g ? wri Csl B @) ras Cur@mpraer P oy
Lug wrrrey gy @) r wE ey Qb YUIEATE) TG H&SE S &
- BawtgS Qedw arling apguyn? sr@u, ewse gord
G%Tuh e@r @ap Il FLSF F&Buerer BT LpeT
erar uflgrugamss QplldsasQeraramss sdr
Qou ererd; (@ cuifl oreor e @@a’;@‘m@?

3. If 1 were to cry myself hoarse, lament piteously
or slap my mouth in despair in front of another, will
that another melt with pity for me? And even if he
does, can he help me anyway? I therefore wish to give

vent to my sorrow in your presence as you rule the
world and are apt to be moved to compassion.
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| 4. (During the closing moments of life) whenmy,
mind will be much disturbed, when the tongue will
falter, and when the eyes will whirl as if caught in a
vortex, who will be able to describe my condition to you
Oh! Consort of Siva, I will be-times make my submls-'
sion to you. Kindly listen. : .
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- 5. Others may fill themselves with enthusiasm for
the galaxy of Divine Beings even as the poor rustic
does for the town-bred people; but my Goddess, my

heart can never be drawn, even by force, away from
the lotus feet of yours.
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6. Whether you accept me or reject me, it matters
not. For I will lord it over the world by merely
calling myself your slave. This much will do for me
to break the heads of the horrible ™essengers of
Deith.
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7. Daughter of the Hills, scarcely any, as a matter
of fact, can get over misery by depending upon the
declaration of the revealed utterances that men attain
salvation through real knowledge proceeding from a
study of Vedanta, chastened by sharp enquiry and
assimilated by deep contemplation,
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8  Innumerable are the branches of the several
Vedas, and those branches have their own innumerable:
Upanisads severally. How many births will one have:
to pass through, before one learns the texts alone:
leaving out of consideratign a knowledge of their
meaning.
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9. The philosophical schools are many and mutu-

ally contradicting. And the commentaries pertaining
to them have grown immensely vast, In this state of
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athings, Oh Daughter of the Hills, who is competent to
-ascertain the essentxal purport of the unyielding Vedic
dore?
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10. Let us suppose that in thousands of births:
one masters the Vedic texts and in the course of many

others informs himself of their general purport. Lven

then one will be confronted by the oceans of the perver--
ted philosophical theories impassable with the surging:

billows of idle contentions ra1sed by w1cked opponents-

. of Truth. !
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11. After all, even sound learningin the «Sastras’’
“.can but impart to one scarcely little more than the
~cleverness in bandying a few high sounding words like,
Brahman, Sakti, Bandhavimochani, (the releaser from
3bonds) Mayamayi (the genius of illusion) Madanantaka-
“¥allabhi (the consort of the destroyer of Cupid) etc.
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12. Daughter of the Lord of Mountains, yous,
vouchsafe your grace to him who attains by constant:
effort the illuminating knowledge of the self. And.
none can hope to attain that knowledge who is not:
blessed with your grace. This inter-dependance of the-

two perplexes us.
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. 13. Or let me sp2ak on the assumption that some:
. one succeeds in precisely understanding the message of
" the Vedic lore. Even in this case it is unlikely that
' hundreds of birth will wash off the illusion of two—
'. foldness, sticking fast to his soul through manifold
| attachments contracted in innumerable past lives.
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14. If you interpret the Sastras to mean that
some oue in the limitless expanse of time taking pre-
-caution that he never falls (from the strictest standard
prescribed for salvation-seekers) attains bliss at the very
last of an almost interminable series of births, then it is
as good as saying that it is practically impossible for
any one to attain that Bliss.
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" bliss at an appointed period.
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15. Those who commit themselves, to this course
mi.ght as well repose at ease trusting to some such
theory as that the whole universe of beings attaing

salvation when the one primary being is admitteq to it

or that God releases all beings for admission to eterna]
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16. Mother, it is impossible to expect men to;
devote themselves to Karma who after studying the
Vedas, closely, examining the Mimarhsa Sastra and
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scarefully observing the conflicting. precedents of the
«Sistas” (men whost. conduct is an example for
others) earn plenty of wealth through teachmg and
other kinds of exertions and in the end grow lazy.
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17. But, Mother, supposing one strains himself to-
. observe Karma, what special happiness does that one
get as reward for his pains. He who was happy while
he lived in this Bharata Varsa, now goes a little north.
~and is happy in the same manner. [Svarga is north
of Bhiratha Varsa being situate on Meru and the

Pleasures of Svarga are not different in kind [rom
those of the Earth.]
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18. The authoritative texts declare that if we give
up Karma there is no redemption for us. They also
say that doing Karma we can never cross this «“Sarh-
sira’”. We are at aloss to see what they mean really,

when they in the same breath. both advocate and depre-

cate Karma.

. FUIFAMRRRT agraRfa
FHI0 qaggarIIgraan |
aed aqeafEar aEar T g
- MfATIE & g I 4% U
sinarustwdi3ras we rers S
srwrenfl &5 5% men 1w aprevGu g |
o Gub guori A5Car swdlgr 5 entsu
Lrr@seniswanrCear & GaurYCurw: Il & |

AN =g rinrss%r AALGI LA = oycvauaney
Fofler LTS afley uj)ﬂé\)a)frmé? Tq AT = Qeiarrs



22 S} 6T SOV S T6W S Gl

sCoruree Wi=g HGa FAM=sgrwioriéess e THH-
ﬁﬁ!=5im‘5§®§m_il.9ém)/r,$ o T TEIL=ererrs g
©_G0T Lo, amﬁ{":%@@yi Wﬁ?ﬂ’%::_fﬁﬁfr@‘ o H=]
SFUBSD T AR =a pu_iCure Hody. TANATTEIN=
@‘GZ;T@G’UJ,E srouwarslor  @SlugpE  AFTI=
e i TF=erarearGean (@@rcgyl_&@)%)

(s - eny) Y@ 5&5#&53@‘; GTLDWLOTE @)REVTLOGY
Bassriowre (L ereser Apburne) QElgred oyama
&afler epevid ol@piiy apur. Can sdlady erearm
DID Yo &iorsseer LUOE)E DU S&IQL LD D
Opliy sl Leversder eriing g @ g ?

19, It is true that in the path of action, actions
done with avowed renunciation of their fruits, are as
good as non-action. Indeed, fresh bonds will not be
contracted through them: but by what means are we to
get rid of those already holding us tight around?
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20. There is no means of knowing how much
antecedent Karma has accumulated for me, how much
of it has begun to hold sway over me and how much of
it will in the future begin to do the same. If I should
on their account be called upon to wait long, I cannot
endure the delay as every fraction of a minute to me is
now as tedious as a hundred kalpas. !
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21. For one who even for 2 fraction of a minute
can have no patience with “Saitsara” the SANKHYA

and other courses are as absurd to listen to, as the

direction to a person writhing with gnawing hunger
that he shall sit for his repast after counting' the miny-
test sands of the Ganges.
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22. What is Bhakti? If it is defined as a species- .
of Love it is clearly futile, because there can be none |
who does not have it. Who does not love YOU in him-
self for YOU pervade all beings. In all the three worlds.
are there any who hate themselves? |
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23. If Bhakti is defined as that love which is-
~ borne for you with the clear knowledge that you are:
~ the real soul of all beings, then, it is alright; but in
that case we shall be content with the qualifier (know-
~ ledge) and can dispense with the qualified (Bhakti.)
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24. If that loving regard which we have towards _
YOU as we bear towards our venerable elders be called
Bhakti, that indeed may be Bhakti, but for me, itis
-exactly the thing to guard against for what is more
surely the cause of the shackles of “Sarhsira” than the
ill-advised cognition of two foldness.
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25. If service be called Bhakti, it involves a direct
~ entry into the path of action and it is well known that
the servant is requited by _the Master’s bcmg pleased
with him, If Bhaktiis contemplatlon, it is a method
with which we are already familiar as it is the third in
order from “Sravana” (in the practice of JNANA.)
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26. Mother, you will, I am sure, grant me salva-
tion at this very spot. Yet it is my wish that I should
breathe my last at Manikarnikd (a holy ghat in Bena- -
res). For, even as vouchsaling pity beeomes masters,
doing duty becomes servants.

(A salvation-seeker is enjoined to spénd his last
days at Kasi.) :

g W GERAGRIS:
QAT 9gRT gAY S |
ARM: e TN
JROTENT T FifaggegaisRa | 9 ||



2,607 h OV J6N SEULD ‘ 31

aw§ Cur 2Cug en~dm@nrupuCeo o r

urur gwsrn eign— 88y evwlu awfls |
QFurded: S yrrewreGer A ribens
- arrramas w5 wr® sepgov~Casrsevid Il 2 er |l

W= grQuw | gFAH=yar eflud Q& gaiserde
IR = Cges D lug TA: Wa=e.L_Qer
apu@ib. TIHA = Lir Des@Ené G TGy a8 AdN=Cag
srar & 06 g 9rert (WMa=a puBn) TIRRN=
pgedu gUmFANH: ®e=yrreer o e B of) @ Sy
oaur NN, AV=grRamws & ﬂﬂ%ﬁ—wr@uug‘m@
IgH: AA=rprer gao Qsraroradierdy.

(85 66)11) .,gg@a) YBEE &} FULb, BreT anelll G

sarg. aQerafla ysrelurSwrésens®sgrer, srél
e, BERrin s HGwer pib, erarGurarp Lr9s @RS S
.,9//1;'1@5 O &ar pitd gmmgdﬁ@G)msérme Ly T a0 I & 6T
apowrils Qs8R p . ‘gm&ulrm srfé@r Gurs
Caar@Quwerp garsFa b Brer B Pal Gr_air.

27. But the Purinas declare that only men with a
.creditable record of actions receive the blissful com-
_ munication (from. God Vi§ve$vara) promptly, while

.men with tainted souls have to wait very long. When

I consider this, I am not very, eager to covet even
Varanasi.
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28. My inner being is overpowered by the inimical
passions like pride and jealousy. My body is a prey
to a hundred ills in addition to its being shrivelled and.
the hairs having grown grey. My wife, and sons with.

creditorlike airs have taken possession of the house.
Mother, how can I ever have peace of mind,



26016 S6NTS J6 & 6uLn 33

g7 Ffd FrgaT wRgarg
qARAT THAR g |
AREEIFIATAT qod
B g fRagd aga w39 0 ’%
wswr! &% ‘aélﬂeo'!:a/@n; urQ@uru@esr §wib
owbewrr@ues LrQuuoaf sorewss: |
georavenubaGenirtoBibd ewBiogu
"l voBu Sus Sug anw geapsr 28ams || g |

WAAR=1rQuoéafl] TORI=9plaouCu wAN-
L =195 o) oy HIAES 55356 gErs VAT =urrrl @
Qparger FYET=ppejo@ gub  F TRT: = 67 & ST

uréSuerdser @)meSmraer. WA= @) 5 ATEEIH—
2@ I (&)@ Pl T T NN =g} rer Son 5 Hﬁﬂ:gymgr&g
&gl %ﬁra:@:&;d; 9 p Hul gmed _E §=nrCey Haq
‘ WEL’:@T/&‘,&' o1 Fafl HLor s I%ﬁf=@65'rl_/ma(3‘meér.
(35,-66)5) @G\)lr&"&'(@é) CTEIGIGT &) LR I Grr [OLF
- Falors arpémsauCu  Quaewy_er Cuirp g
| Hargerrs @) mESapreeT.  yaifsons @ LT R DG
@B Bmlfsmw garon Gopdady. aarsQer
- Qeveirgped gyenr @an puLrer s @5 TarLd TPl L F@ne
Yaarpsmsieo srer 968 gurwae BerGper.

29, Are there not many men in the world who
are blessed in their partiality to “Sarhsira” for jts
being most highly enjoyable? ®h consort of the highest
Lord! Alas, how much do I suffer by the same .
“Sarhsira” on account of ‘my having caught a clouded
-vision of true knowledge.
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" 30. I am not competent to make any answer to

the questions ¢ What is Sarhsdra? By what failings was
it brought about? What harm has it done you? What
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kind of person you are’’ etc. But, My Mother, an
indescribable gloom does in this manner overcome
me. N
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31. Inthis predicament, Oh Mothgr, the eternal
thness of all the world, it is impossible for me to
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determine what is fit for me to do, what the means,

what the goal and by what rule to proceed.
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32. 1 do not know what is good for me-—why :

speak of my ignorance of methods. I am wretched
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and hopelessly incapable of adherence to the rules. I

therefore, Oh Minaksi, helpless in very direction, seek

refuge with you, the Mother of the Universe, and more
" especially my own mother.
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33. A little of the Vedas,
rature, a little of the &3stras an

tras handed down by the proccss
have had opportunity to learn and even that I have
learnt only superficially. But it is this that has induced
the determination in me that 1 must seek you as my

protectress.
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34. I pray that you will agree to grade ellglblhty
to receive your compassion in the following manner:—
those who are thoroughly ignorant of what the Vedas
say on Brahman and Jiva and the means of the latter
attaining the former, shall be placed first;.and those
who have just learnt (like me) that it is your nature
to relieve the distressed, shall come next. |
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35. Mother, I shall exert myself just t© such at
extent as would suffice to induce you to regard me a2
your own. More than that, I need not trouble myself
about. - Does any servant constantly remind his maste?
that the latter should not forget to utilise his services
in this or that manner?
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36. I shalltry to avoid things prohibited and to
carry out positive injunctions—according to the best of
my ability of course—this being the rule in the case
of such injunctions. But, Oh consort of Siva! in regard



42 %m;ﬁgmw&uéﬁgmi
» ] wish to introduce a

» should be taken tO
lity”” but to «one’s

to what is termed scability
qualiﬁcation vtz.,  that «ability
have reference not to «physical abi

understanding capacity.”
s w gf & @l a1 fad
SisgIf il FSIASH: qa: |
gas @49 g Ragusgar Il

RreevarEand greaarg I 9 1
g gL Srr @.Q &LD ‘é;euu.(ﬂ Qur @U.;é;@l&
G’«sm:rsr[a—”rrrﬁ & 5 &'G\)tu‘a'sajm)mﬂ LrugEs !

Do gr OrsT J e ampenre Fp@ W7
a@dnmﬁc.‘mm@u@uG’ww ewwév,@’wréz_t& n mer
g :gdf%or@u

LIrTLD 6T 6T L
g: g =

el e &= grGer
srovesr . A Fad= o_esra@fl_LD »oud@mC®
B EF Carnlud S(ﬁT::gg@&,@uQﬁ'ﬂ FiE aRIA= 5T &
PRty Eﬁaqg—_—:@%mjumér fgas A= & TR
o_on T G. I, (3) ::@r[af.?s@rum fﬁaéﬂla&'{m_—:ﬁ@ﬂwrm

T At T LaCh o (@gug‘,—,@g@) at = ors 5 TAETAEIL=

Lfl e sihi9a amaGur
GTEVEVT .,9//5’75/&/5@1._,@1@
[afaaavr GT&T D ,9/‘9‘:‘9;,,'“_{6}1;,5 : i fasgo GTeT I
‘@@ﬁgﬁjuﬁ;q@éﬁpgy. EELS qifEin e e P LA - (PP
P CH .@/,gﬂévlr@é\) ¢ Gevrras&fréhﬁu_lrr uQ@gjuangm"
6T GOT DI G"un'@e?r.] :
(- D) [e:g@a;ﬁ gtre?vﬁy'a’;_@éo 56T urr_rr‘a'sm,a;p?
gor D)o Qg s 5 ﬁ@m;q.smﬂé\) @pés@aﬁ@wg



S THFENTE 6N FeuLD 43

“ g s HCapuih ” erer i “ sorsurevs ' ereim pib
Qeraoiub®@pm.] serlwGu urrwrs ries
gorder, el evorluens Qi s0srar@p
CeriCuurer srer Smusdler wpp o wsBslr
[gausmou awdsoun, Orrfeou aigern pgdu
wpmp] emGs Qelw Gur@Cper. @ige HwsD
&QCorr® sgw Urswrevs ererp FremsS erE@Lh
earorg. aargueLwu OrusPEGs selurs 9
aspargang o pubghléQera S0par. . oy sragm,
“ eterdan DHEPULML”  erer o mleuQ@ésQGpG’ar
@20« eie oy E&ESEHD ufigrerwrar “oyo@”
(erems8). @is whdsms @mG’p &1 @m)& S
(PEBW Lor g, PP YbEHSeT oTET FI@msHide
Qméfarparar @eotur erery derflésba G

Lmib eTETU g1 ST SUNLD.,
&7 @m)& Gl eauparid Qe&w@mmy» —

“YIEeTET URET NIAFEIET T |
Uysadifa fRsrEl Tegera aqr
) ~ N [JRaY ~
SARATTRTRITT IS TOFR: U

37, What formalities of self-surrender would that
indolent one observe who, considering it a burden offers
his self itself to Thee? Surrender with its attendant
formalities might_ have universal vogue, but here in
. this extra-ordinary mode of self-surrender, the wealth
 of supreme Faith is itself the Totality. |
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38. Under ¥y
Mother, and if Terrlam¢
will accuse a child of overeating W

by his mother’s own hand.

(& - G'G)H) o &r

our guidance 1 live and act, Obh
ertainly not to blame. Who
hen he is being fed



Sy eurih SEVTE 6V SeuLd

it frarafisat fReag g
TEYHA 99 AT-98g: |
@MT areFaae snEaEi
ged a5 Al FeT diw: 1R

pé o afovrudaggris dgeua 6O

LrrrStstn o g O SeniCang |

garGuar ewrsgur® evwrvofl grer

Zowh s8be) WS savga ef rarg: Il Ea |

RRTar = geir 381 W=1) 5 Heowé QaranGr. FRFI=
pé Perw REIRTTR=QLip dmbyGearid@ TF=
vwdmé Qsr@ésg QgrimBu giwr TRTIRY: WET=
sLmsors @) mésarn. HHTTAI= e gllurs EHI=
e el Qu TBART A= gsrlfsaisepé@n =
yg TAL W=glrorglura» Fq=5rCu! T &:
AR =p aré@ orarar Apliyl Cués?

(3 - ewn) Orrrigsior pEHEE Gy o
Qeiige gprarwriéssge Curerairga@ns@ Burw
wr@h.  eardrlu  psHES rréswril At £ s
srems S Osis TaEGGD Yy s G e-air Gl
@ ear wafaw aaCs QuriSpp? ’

refser gor ygHeoubu péBéE euruwris
Qarar_aiger. srl@) e arlarGu e uruwri yane s
saar. v@ra&r@@ui&@é@i @Cr ,@Ll_wrraévlrm;r?

39. It is conceivable that accumulated past

Karma which has commenced its operative period will
stand in the way of attainment of salvation by those
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even men ‘transfer elsewhere or - destroy the poison
which has permeated the body. -
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41. Goddess, if 1 appropriately employ my Senses
in seeing your form, hearing your glories, worshipping
you and contemplating upon you and implore Yyou dog-
gedly, taking advantage of my familarity with you in
innumerable past births, I am sure that they (the past
deeds) would vanish even now. '
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42. If you have taken compassion on me “and
resolved to protect me, do protect me., Why this need-
less review of my past good or bad &eads. When we
know how according to your whims and fancy you
create or destroy the world, shall we be deceived
by your plea that you have to subordinate your grace
to the force of Karma?
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43. When Sr1 Appayy? Diksita dedicated him-
self to you, he has already dedicated the entire progeny.
of his line also to you. Oh, Consort of the highest
Lord, you cannot neglect a hereditary slave, nor can

‘desist from serving you, my hereditory Goddess.
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44. If on account of ignorance, I seek the pro-
tection of some other Divinity, I do not by that much
become the property of that Divinity. If an animal
(Cow) belonging to the King enters another’s house on
account of its stupidity, will it become the property of
that another?
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45. Fools, why do you sink in the ocean of birthe
and death needlessly carrying on your head a huge
burden. Throw the whole burden at the feet of the
mother and cross this with a light heart as you would
a pond. :
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46. Where will this body fall? Where will T be'
taken afterwards? Who will punish me? and for what
' length of time? By what means I can get over that?
These and all the other never ending cares which were
worrying me I have by degrees emptied down at your feet.
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47, When I had thus supplicated but once,
Mother was so moved with compassion for me that
she began to consider within herself anxiously whether
she should import knowledge unto me o lift me up
even without that process and whether she should
over rule all my Past Karma or abide by their sway,
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48. This is the power of differentiation between -
dead matter and living organisms, Tuis is the skill
in examining the different natures of the Tattvas,
Earth and others. This is the true vision of Siva
obtained through searching a crore of Agamas wiz.,
that I have laid my whole self at the feet of Mother, '
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49. Oh Consort of the Lord of Haladsya, I have

'1aid my whole being at your feet who are seated in ~
the midst of thirty-six ramparts who among the in-

habitants of the Earth, Nether regions and Heaven
will now dare even to steal a glance at me.
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| 50. Mother, all this is now certain to happen,
namely that you will free me from my bonds and take
me to eternal bliss. But I doubt if even in salvation,
I can derive greater pleasure than that which I now
enjoy after having relieved myself by placmg all my
burden before you.
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51. Grant me riddance of my mortal body in.
Kaéi or in the abode of the eaters of dog’s flesh
(Cai}c,lé.las). Take me to heaven, grant me salvation
or thrust me down to perdition. Send your grace:
presently or delay it indefinitely. I am not in the
least concerned about all that. For the owner can put;;

to any kind of use his property.
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52. I cannot tolerate anything standing between
me and my listening to talks about you, Neither can I
brook any interruption of my offering worship at your ”

 feet, Ifyou grant me salvation let it -not prove an
impediment to the above two desires of mine, If it is
6 likely to be otherwise, Oh Mother, I court not that
. misfortune in the shape of salvation.



60 2,671 S VTS J6M EUL

HILSHEOAT AI1FIN-
q=q: T YIINTIAGaAF L |
AT ARAF I -
RGN T qonfy T i 4R

BY@EWDTFT TR LOLEGR] FOUT UMD -
o & eWinrs 00 B LD BT WG LD B WHLDE YLD |
QYT B T B ngra_(guyu:umr_d]-
rr5Q@orefi@ar m wenrwrd .w‘gfrmwgmmﬁ " @n Il

= g Qus ! Wl‘igﬂ(—@g'@vygso, WUT‘L—un'gu:
-eUEn T ﬂmiﬂt—-%gﬂ;‘@p@ Q@HpLo& T LOT T GEEST LY
AEH, AKA = oy 5 mraor sp 6w Qe medtan pujLd W‘W—cQ/L%E
&l AT WA= rpeor @@ ‘@u,r@ﬂ &5 AT ATHICIRR ==
QYT H& & L oVl eor ordvasflang s ofl @)e CIEELE —M@'
Forl L Oul.ags (srer) TEH dEM=665 T
&%r T AN =gauwéBe_rwe @)amsSCpar.

(3 - 1) QGadller Hawwmser haeEU S
Surerg@e ywitg eaaré@, HreT Qurey gt
Qesludlady. goorss&s de @o@@uﬁ?@&;@@pw

SO —@ @ apse Fwori QU iRarsmsefie sa
Csdlller ursbapge Frevar qaQarm HaswLIs
Burerd Qi mQsran® aialié@ai. ‘

53. Mother, calling up before my mental vision
.as often as possible each and every part of your divine
personality which ensures the prospenty of the World,
T feel like being borne on the succession of waves of
‘the ocean of joy and scarcely ever keep a reckoning of;

:the days that flee past. "
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54. Mother, I shall meditate upon your foot which
is tender as butter produced by Churning the ogean of

. nectar and which looks as if it grew req consequent
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upon its treading on the crown of the Vedas (Upani-
shads) harder than stone.
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55. We shall gaily cross the ocean of birth and

death by bearing on our heads your foot which is ador-
ed (as weighty) in all the three worlds.
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,‘ 56. Let alone the fact ‘that in the victory over
ﬁé cupid, which was achieved by both, by the look of the
eye on the forehead, Siva who was only an ally, appro-~
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priated to himself, the whole credit. But Mother, what
had Siva ever to do with the overthrow of Death which
was achieved singly by the left foot belonging to you >
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57. World Mother, If you find my mind soft, use-
it as slippers for your feet. If you find it hard, let it

serve as the stone which you stand on during your-
wedding with Purari.
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58. My lotus heart sticking firmly with adoration
to the sole of your feet soft and of lovely-hue, becomes

the lotus mark for you indicating your supreme Impe-
rial sway over Il the 224 worlds.
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599. Queen of Madhurid, Mother, if I have clung

to your feet, with rather a rough grasp fotgetting their -
exquisite tenderness, pardon my fault, as I do so under §
X
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the fright of my imminent sinking in the ocean of birth
and death. '
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60. Mother, I am afraid that my harsh (unpohsh-—
ed) words are calculated to givepain to your feet which
Siva touches cautiously with the tip of his crescent moon
while prostrating before them to make amends for his
indiscretions in his amours, and which are hurt even
by the flowers being thrown against them in WOI’Shlp

SIS gra g AH SIIRI-
qs“@ﬁ LT q‘%‘aqlalﬂqﬂ |
qEIUM FFEAA AR
KEtfen a1 agg g e« 1 &2
Sy UUITRQEV BRI 51 & FTinIrGinw-
LDL'J-JN%@'@'LB UUMLD/E:U_Q)GTTLbIB'JaiS]JLJEme i
o - Fuodwe9 mé@gmwg aan’r;&_J-
J@.;u_lrem)LE’ Garn soapb & HCoreGns Il &g
HYAYr{H = @(IJ rr_nema 9/ LB muru_ub';s S AGTVH=

TEpGL Cuerear gib ATHIL= o P o6& TL_L_rF b
ﬂqfﬁﬂﬁ_‘@@umrmgm qUHAAZISH— T LD LD} 61T LD T & 5T

L I A A T ST P O .
R et B e T N L T d ) e e

Lo @t algﬂqﬂ—‘g;n—wmy @u,re-ar‘m urr.ﬁ‘a;mgs ZAIRT ATl = ‘

566)(Uu9@6\) QorSu £ FR=ew pop g Afi=

(GIGBTS@) &marQumd 6T GOT (P LD ﬁf(——-&/ﬁm,&? :

E) faal?ﬂ?—mrs'&a‘ a;mrewﬂ@@a) g d=nmrer KEIIHT-/
urr&&OQLrSG per ? :
(3 -e1) Cgaluerr &rewr & LoV 1 & orfl GoT cgz/égema;u

Luriés @)k g erar Gomaon 19rQurgeriads, Y& wre”



S0 SEVNS J6T S6uLD 69

crerafin amimrure Ggall TRIEGE FIR FTFMD
Qar@ggr g  yEaTHmué GTGRTE & GoOT Ol LD

QarPssQaam B,

Soy; Cersr £ surar srlfows STERT FHOFSPON
eQursiiuLrg HFOTS Hawsmo@ws Qs & .
2055 4Qarss@Pe Saauw GrQurgerdiurg eeray
QerdortiCurdari. . | |

61. Supposing through compassion for me, you-
admit me to the sight of your lotus-feet, with what eyes
shall I be able to behold them—the feet which are by
nature lovely, to which nothing canbe superior, of which
scarcely anyone canhave any intellectual comprehension,
which (being divine) are the very opposite of things:
earthy and which are the prime source of all auspicious-
ness.
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62. Even divine eyesight can only comprehend
things which the heavenly beings can see. In the mat-
ter of beholding your form, to the magnificence of
which you alone can be witness, we have, as the only
resort, to pray for becoming yourself.
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63. Those few fortunate men like the sage Suka,
who, in all this endlessly revolving amplitude of ages,
becoming rarified, into their spiritual essences merged
into your feet, are, we believe, now shining there in the
guise of the toe nails.
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64. Mother, It looks as if this moon who from
his childhood was brought up by you with affection
had dedicated himself at your feet having divided his
disc into several phases and assumed the guise of the
toe nails in order to show his gratitude.

SIS CECEERE ST C
ARAFAILEASAT TRAGFA |
qqAIFIE AT AL

TREHT FFaar RETAmEr: 1 §4 0
LT UrGauviow@s Sind J'o@',sl.o Guwo
Brew §lé weing ylleowr Lir ‘@@UJ?)LDITIELB 1




21,6015 SEVTEH GV FEULD 73

SHUr SUTLDWAD u91.orr;_'o oam BLowen ST s
ur@oreGss Swsr urCGeeugmum: |l &@ |l

ATAFAARRSIT= 5 7o Sl G ouT HLb TP & LT P
wrey NATIATAL= ‘,5@.4;5:_'1:_/1;@ faafy sd=eri 5 Cagris
Spp W F: Y T AW =1 e aTar GG H@PU
Aoy, (=g sore g =Qufu TA=@rFs &
e paw  WEIAMADL = gyib9ans 1 er Al = sTevever @
NIRHA =rir 5 Ho0 1 9Capsid Qs geogsred ATL=
srer FTRA=ECp TAAH= geir @6 .

(& - ®5) Casgmsent Yo o mewllgg Frew
Blrws@nh g5renid, Fr o S, Lé 5 @amasders LipLE
afsafle sy cTaré® Hew S eTerp LrQars
sh9smsamu e ar@uarer sUsBs%brl (Greramnd
Qure Quupsd@@er per. gyt HLI Grerann erers
.@dr',gﬂﬁmy;urr‘suq_ GT T GQ/@JIEL.DLQGEG.‘”S GTET [ SEVLIT G D
oL $éQaramy msSpm. gyblms e o 93ass
Bigsgams yeradleveroe, ureribueT et o5 &
e Oylurapaw g goraflal @ gevSéu o LG g
gor e.arGer mevpuyidiiy  QFl @Qsrerer Qovarr® .
[CadlGer o auéramssre sQruew—~&@é srrem
wrar  gewBsuyss e s reCacn®n.  HEs
oy mérant Csdlaw rrHiugre o @hTL_T@h. S
arenderured o pulll. srenGsuLsH) das Qo
o urwtledy. mrewSEun eTeTL S _ﬁéaré@ 97 gw s
wrevan 55 pdir Cayp depuds®br §eod Qe
evr i g—yewerfluh LrLD  geETLors SILD & @) I euT
urQ@eras srerp .g/df'éuﬁxyaréa;?ar Arresfoug.)



74 94,6571 & 6T J6 FQULD

65. The scriptural injunctions do.not reach my
heart as the passage is blocked by the rockof scepticism-
To push away this obstacle, I do not know how greata
flood of the waters washing the feet of the Supreme
Goddess I may have to take in.
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66. Willit be given to me, Oh Mother, to hear
the tinckling music of your anklets even asyou rush
forward towards me with compassion during my- last
moments when I, your child, am surrounded by the
messengers of Death, ' '
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67. They say that the dullest of the sons, becomes
the pet of the mother, Mother dear, when are you go-
ing to take me on your lap, where the innumerable
<hildren of yours including Brahmai, Iévara and Visnu
have reposed in succession ?
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68. Shall I be so fortunate as to hear in this life
itself at Manikarnik3, the soul-liberating communica-
tion from the Lord, while you having placed’ my head
on your lap, assuage my pains by fanning my face out
of pity with the edge of your upper garment? (Mani-
~ karnika is a bathing ghat on the Ganges just opposite:
to the temple of Viévesvara, Benares.) '
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. 69. I meditate upon the entire hind parts of yours,
~which adorn the spacious couch of Purdri, their loveli-
ness being enhanced by the short petticoat which in its

turn is shown to advantage by the golden waist-cloth
held tight by the zone.
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70. I fancy that the girdle of gold worn by you
is really, a perpetual wall raised by you round your
waist in pursuance of your resolve to protect all the
fourteen worlds accommodated in your womb.
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71. If even the pearls (liberated souls) would
clmg to your breasts eager to suck their milk, should
not we who are being roasted by the terrible fever of
this worldly life, long to have our mouths wetted with
that milk?
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72. The string of pearls worn by the supreme
"Goddess strikes my fancy as the line of drops of milk
dripping from her breasts while her heart melts with

affection upon her regaining me who was long lost to
her. o
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73. My Goddess, your sugarcane-bow, is reputed -

to comprise the minds of men. In that case let my

mind be placed at the lower end of the bow; for thus

situated it can enjoy the contact of the tip of your

foot when you bend the bow.
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74. Having assumed a frightful anger for puni-
shing your grossly wicked children, you employ flowers

in place of arrows. Mother, this indeed is great seve-
rity against them—is it not?
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75. Those who desire secular pleasures meditate
upon you as holding in your two hands the rope and the 3
hook and acquire the power of controlling and fascin-
ating the world of men; or meditating upon your bow
and arrows but once, they become kings. '
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76. But those happy men who have realised the
supreme truth conquer love and hate by contemplating
upon you as holding in your hands the rope and the
hook; or withdraw their minds from the treackerous
pit of worldly pleasures by meditating upon you as hold-
ing the bow in one hand and the arrow in the other. '
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77. The scriptures say that the minds of mortals -
reach the moon when they get released from the body.
It may be so. But, Goddess, my mind has even now -
stuck itself fast to the moon in the shape of your face.
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78. Who is competent to describe the spotless
whiteness of your teeth which are only the several
branches of learning in another form, Oh Mother! The
goddess of learning, born of them, is white; and the
fame of poets through her is whiter still,
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79. The fact that.your clear white teeth bear the

(purple) tint of the seeds of a pomegranate bursting
with maturity, I infe

of my mind excessively red with surging passions,
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80. If one half of your smile had vanquished

the Tripuras, could not the other half achieve as much?
Therefore, Mother, I contemplate upon your smile in-

. viting it to burn out my causal, subtle, and material

bodies.
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81. The mother’s heart melting like butter on see
ing my miserable plight seems to gush out in t
shape of a smile. May that smile, which can ‘disgfé
gloom and bring happiness, give us prosperity, . .
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. 82. Mother, let my mouth be the spittoon  for
. the betel juice, which possesses the fragrance of cam-
phor flakes, mtens1ﬁed by the natural fragrance of



92 2}, 60T [ ZEVTSE J61V FEULD

your mouth, and which is the essence of all sacred
knowledge.
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83. Consort of Siva! the pearl pendent of your
nose shines in the minds of sages brought under coht-
rol by dint of long practice, like the planet Venus .



) %mtﬁ§mn$ndu Seulo 93

indicating the termination of the long night of igno-
rance.

- (The appearance of Venus in the Eastern sky,
indicates the proximity of Dawn.) '
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84. Your mouth seems to bear in its cavity the
first letter Om which is the pure essence of the one
universal spirit, on account of the cheek bulging out
with chewed betel bearing the reﬂectlon of , the ear’
ornament.
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85. Your look gives manifold prosperity and
grants all sorts of happiness. It easily bestows on
one even the status of Indra. Mother, it may be cap-
able of granting these and even greater things, but,
to this- very day, it has not excelled Karna (travell-

‘ed beyond the ear.) ‘
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86. Who will profit by the moonlight of your
eyes, which shines in vain over the vast woods of the
Upanishads strewn with craggy hillocks and impass-
able by men? Bathe me who am suffering from an-
guish in that moonlight just for a while.
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7. Mother, it is a defective praise to say of
your look that it revived Cupid who was annihilated

- by Siva. For, while the look, by its mere sportive

caprice, can fulfil the entire fourfold desires of men
such a praise can only be partial.
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88. Learned men should not mistake the mean-

" ing of the Veda when it says that ¢Soma’” created
the world, thinking -that the creeper “Soma’” is refer-
red to. The reference is really to the moon which -

in the guise of your eye, where you form the left
part of Siva, creates the world.
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80. Mother, just because your look most liber-
ally inclined would think of the Earth as the point
 of a needle or of MERU as a mere atom, we too who
are looked at by you think of the ocean of Samsare
with its beating billows as but a pool.
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90. Mother, your glances flourish, shining white
like camphor on account of their being the abode of -
Sarasvati, bearing the hue of the filaments of the Lotus-
due to the presence in them of LAKSHMI and dark in:
lustre by reason of their brushing aside the dirt of the :
minds of the multitudes of beings taking refuge under :
you.
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91. The stain of collyrium at the corner of your
eyes which recedes as far as the ear has the appearance

of a line of moss floating over the unceasing flood of
compassion gushing forth from the eyes.
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92. How can I trust your corner glace which ﬁ,g
~ ates, protects and also destroys the universe, thu HoY
ing its capricious nature? Goddess, I would trust!

Your compassion acting in obedience to Whlch
corner glance achieves fame. :
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93. Mother, now that I see how you comprise one
half of Iswara’s form, I make discovery of a secret,
namely, that Iswara’s motiveless compassion on the one
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side weighs equally with all His other excellences pitted
against it on the other side. *
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94. Mother, the looks of the Gods, fixed on thel
meeting place of your brows in their anxiety to read;
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with acute attention your behests for them from the
movement of your brows, being stuck up there, dis~
charge the function of the musk mark..
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parts of a thousand moons extracted particle by par 2l
The black spots of as many moons, Oh Goddess, v
heaped up just on the other 51de to form the tresses of
hair. .
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96. The moon phase bright like crystal placed o
your locks, lovely like the shoots of sapphire, becoming

bluish by the contact, almost looks like a petal of the
blue hly worn as ornament on the head.
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97. Queen of the worlds, the well known gems of
CHINTAMANI and KAUSTUBHA wait at the

entrance of your abode. Who can describe even if he

]
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be Vachaspati or his compeer—your crown as it passes.
anybody’s understanding what other jewel adorns it?
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98. Mother, at the very last of their series of. -
births, the fortunate few mediate uponyour form ruddy ..
like a hundred rising suns, cool like ten thousand fulk: -
moons and steeped in a profuse overflow of pure love...
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99, May that all-ruddy object of devotion rise
before my vision, wearing the fresh saffron, charming
with the many jewelled ornaments worn on every part
of the body with its mouth filled with betel and adorned
with the young moon on the head.
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100. In the triple worlds the male and the female
are half and half among all the moving or rooted crea-
tion. As you have assumed a form half male and half
female, Goddess, you are rightly regarded as comprising
the three worlds in your own form.
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~101. Daughter of the Mountain, you create, des-
troy and carry on the triple worlds. It is doubtful if
at all Maheswara is aware of all that. But, because of

His being your consort, even the sacred texts speak of
of him as the originator of the worlds. ’
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~102. You are the one universal existence and the
consciousness of unlimited bliss. Unaided, you do
the work of creation, protection and destruction. Is

there anything left beside yourself for its being called
«Siva”? Fools say that you are only a half of Siva.
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103. There the Sun shines not. There the wind
blows not. All the world knows nothing about that.
Such is the zenana of the vanquisher of Death. But
here children of our type go about with freedom.
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""" 104. Let me not live in a place where you chnnot
be seen. I despise all learning which does'not teach -
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what you are'truly I do not pray for descendants in
my line if they should be devoid of devotion for you,

Let me hot live my years of lifedivorced from thoughts -
about you.
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105, Goddess, you are what yoit are.” Who can
ever know, not to say describe, you as such? I am such
‘an ignoramus as does not know himself. Mother, 1
am ashamed to dedicate this poem to you.
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106. Iam notin the least elated at heart that I
have composed a poem and, offered it at your feet. I
am myself aware what a fool I have made myself here.
And yet, Mother, I count, with confidence, upon your
quality of vouchsafing refuge to the helpless.
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107. When the sun and the Moon would havesef‘jé;i:
freeing themselves from the solstices, etc. of the Zodia-~
cal course, O Mother, will it be given to me to see:

your lotus feet, the bringer of blissful joy and dispetler
of all differences?
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108. 1 medidate at heart on the form of the
Mother of the Worlds, which is identical ‘with the all-
embracing sound and manifests itself in the Brahma
Sutras and -which is known by the Swan (as banner or
vehicle) and wears as ornament the digit of the moon.
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