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STORY OF Pl,lTHU 

Prthu was the son of King Vena. He was considered to be an incarnation of Lord 
Vi��u. When Prthu was born, everyone on earth and heavens welcomed his arrival 
with joy, as they had been suffering without a king who could rule the earth. 

At the proper age, the sages and gods perfonned his coronation ceremony and presented 
him with various gifts. Kubera, the deity of wealth, gave him a golden throne; Indra 
presented a beautiful crown studded with jewels; Ya�, the Lord of Dharma honoured 
him with the royal baton to rule; Lord Vi��u gifted him his Sudarsana disc; Agni offered 
him a bow made with horns of an animal; Lord Sun brought for him radiant arrows; and 
Tva�ta, a minstrel of Lord Sun gave him an exquisite chariot. King P,rthu received with 
humility the praises showered on him and sought the blessings of all the sages and gods. 

As Prthu was named by the sages and gods as the protector of the world, he earnestly 
attempted to give protection to everyone. But his task was wrought with difficulties as his 
people were suffering due to the famine in his kingdom. They were starving and emaciated 
and began to approach the king for food. The king thought over the cause for the sufferings 
and realised that Mother Earth had withheld all the nourishment of the soil to herself, along 
with the foodgrains and plants. In his anger towards her, he took out his bow and aimed an 
arrow at her when Mother Earth, trembling with fear, took the fonn of a cow and ran for 
safety. 

P,rthu followed her wherever she went. Finding no asylum anywhere, she surrendered to 
the king and sought his protection. She pleaded that noble souls like him should not hurt her 
as the beings on earth would perish without her. Prthu replied that she deserved punishment 
for her indifference and disregard towards his people as she had not even provided the 
essential food for their sustenance. He, thus, persistently threatened her. 

Mother Earth glorified him and told him the reason for her not providing the food. She said 
that Brahma had created the plant kingdom for the sustenance of the people, so that they 
could live a life of good conduct and discipline. This meant also expressing their gratitude 
by observing the Vedic rituals, yajnas and. religious vows, vratas. She added that people 
merely enjoyed Mother Earth's gift in the fonn of food, without leading a righteous life and 
without nurturing her. The plant kingdom was thus getting depleted. She had thus chosen to 
conceal the remaining food and nourishment in the soil and preserve them for sacrifices. 
She told Prthu to use the right means for drawing back the food from her. She asked lµm to 
find a calf, a befitting person who could milk her, and a milkpot that could contain the milk. 
She pleaded to the king to level her surface so that rain waters would stay on her, rather 
than be wasted away into the ocean. 
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STORY OF HARISCANDRA 

Trisanku, a king in the solar dynasty, had a son namedHariscandra. Hariscandra's wife 
was Candramatl, the daughter of Sibi. As Hariscandra did not have any children, he 
prayed to Vant�a, the deity of water, upon Narada's advice. Pleased with Hariscandra's 
devotion, Varu� blessed him with a son who was named Rohitasva. Hariscandra lived 
happily with his wife and son and h� ruled the kingdom well .. Sage Vasi${ha suggested 
Hariscandra to perform aRajasilya sacrifice which he did successfully. 

Vas�tha and Visvamitra once met in heavens where Vasi$tha was shown preferential 
treatment over Visvamitra. Visvamitra questioned Vasi$fha regarding this discrimination. 
Vasi$tha replied that it was due to his association with the famous kings of the solar 
dynasty and his being the chief-priest at the Riijasilya sacrifice of Hariscandra. He further 
added that there was no one equal to Hariscandra in nobility and truthfulness. All these 
factors had contributed to the distinct recognition that he received in the heavens. 

Visvamitra became angry and challenged Vasi$tha that he would disprove V asi$fha 's 
statement regarding Hariscandra • s character. He decided to stake his entire merits of his 
penances for this purpose. Visvamitra began to plan a scheme for depriving Hariscandra 
of his royalty and wealth. With his ascetic powers, he changed an asura into a hog and sent 
him to play havoc in the territory of Hariscandra. His attempts to drive away the hog 
having failed, Hariscandra set out to kill the hog himself. Hariscandra was driven far into 
a forest by a hide and seek game of the hog and before he realised, he had lost his way in 
the deep forest. 

Visvamitra appeared before him in the guise of an old brahmin and promised to help him 
out. Hariscandra, pleased with the help of the old brahmin, offered to give him a gift of his 
choice. He took a bath in the nearby stream and taking waters in his hands, declared his 
intention to give anything that the old brahmin needed for his daily rituals or for any· other 
purpose. Pleased, the brahmin requested help in the performance of his son's marriage. 
Hariscandra promised to help and both of them left for the kingdom. 

Once they reached the palace, Visvamitra asked Hariscandra to give his entire kingdom 
with all its wealth. Deceived by the sage, the king was forced to part with the kingdom and 
his wealth in order to fulfill his promise. Customarily, no gift is considered complete without 
a dak!!i"IJli, a symbolic sum. Visvfimitra then asked for two and a half units of gold coins as 
dak$iQli. The king agreed, but he did not have any gold as he had just given away his entire 
wealth. Hariscandra was sunk in deep sorrow. 
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III. Help Me

Help Kr�Qa-climb the rope to reach the pot of butter.
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