INVOCATION OF SIVA
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aruvakaic camayat torkkum avvavar porulay véram
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2. Let's crown my head with the feet of Siva, He stands as the ultimatum of every
religion of sixfold categories of the past, present and future conceived by the Saiva
Religion. He still stands beyond all conceptions set forth in the scriptures of Védas
and Agamas but fills the intelligence of the individual souls with his Love. He, our
eternal Father and Mother, inseparable and all pervasive as one and all.

COMMENTARY:

SAIVA SIDDHANTA IS ALL INCLUSIVE; STILL EXCLUSIVE - AN
OVERVIEW OF ALL THE RELIGIONS IN SIX FOLDS

1. Every creature here, however small, or big, is continually in a relationship
with the rest of the creation and with the source of creation. We may be
unaware of it, but there is no way we can get out of it. This is not a
relationship of choice. We cannot help it. If there is already an inevitable
relationship, what is there to do? Just change the quality of the relationship.
It is about changing the relationship. It is a big difference in the way we
hold the relationship.

2. If the relationship is just physical, we will perceive, understand, enjoy, and
experience certain things. If it is at psychological level with our mind,
intellect and conscious we will perceive, understand, enjoy and experience



certain things. If it is emotional, we will know, perceive, experience, and
enjoy different kinds of things. But we will still not know what it is unless we
transcend everything.

3. In away, the whole spiritual process is just this — changing our relationship
with existence from being just body, mind, intellect, emotion or conscious to
subtler dimension of existence. All intelligence proceeds just from this. This
intelligence of the self is called juana or gnosis.

4. This spiritual process is one expressed as four into six-fold religious systems
of Saiva-Siddhanta. All of them are revealed by the one and only God to
suite the maturity of the souls. As each of them will lead further and further
towards the TRUTH, they are called darsandas or envisions in Hindu
philosophical system. These are also perceived as the step ladder pattern or
shobhana marga towards the realization of the ultimate TRUTH. The
fourteen Tamil texts explain these are called Meikanda Saththirams, THE
TEXTS OF TRUTH REVEALED.

5. Penultimate creeds which lead to the ultimate Truth through step-by-step
process are classified into 18 in number. Of which six are in the furthest
circle towards the center goal, the ultimate Truth and they are called the
externo-exernal creeds. Six are still in the outer circle but closer to the
Centre goal, the ultimate Truth, and are called external creeds. The
remaining six are in the closer circle to the centre goal, the ultimate Truth,
and are called interno-external creeds. The names of these creeds and their
explanation are given below. The term creeds here stand for the beliefs,
their proposing masters and deities followed by the people who profess
them. The respective evolutes or tarwdas form the basis, plane and loci of the
respective philosophy, foundation, founders, deities, and ultimate plane of
destination of respective creeds.

6. Supreme, described in Siddhanta Saiva as Siva, is the master and deity of
all these and beyond. He is beyond all these evolutes or tatwas as such he is
called tarwa-addheeta (addheeta- beyond). All these tarwas are pedestal for
Him, as such He is called tatwasanaya (@sana-seat).

CLASSIFIVATION OF SIX RELEGIONS EACH IN FOUR GROUPS
1. Extreme Heterodox Religiones (ymLliym& Fowmkiger):



Religions, they don't believe in God, which are Materialism, Jainism and four
types of Buddhism, altogether six come are classified as religions in the most
outer circle as extreme heterodox religions (Ymligym& Fwwnmser). Atheism and
Rationalism of modern days are also coming under this category.

2. Heterodox Religions (4m&&1owrsi &eir):

Religions they believe in God but do not acknowledge the three eternal realities of
Pathi, the God, Pasu, the infinite number of souls, Pasa, the blemishes attached to
the souls are classified as religions in outer circle as heterodox religions
(ym&FwwWmser), the second category. niyaya ( Logic), sankya, yoga, Mimamsa
( ritualists), Vaishnava and Vedanta are the six religions in this second category.
Christianity, Judaism and Islam can also be categorized in this group as They all
accept the existence of God.

3. Ortho-heterodox Religions (o4& L14m& &0 Wi &é6ir):

Religions acknowledge the existence of three fold realities, the God, souls and
bondage come under the third category forms the inner circle as ortho-heterodox
religions (s1suym&Fwwmiser). But they don't acknowledge the existence of the
prime fetter of the soul, Arava (the darkness of ignorance). pasupatha, mavrata,
kapala, vama, bhairava and aikiya-vada -saiva are the six religions in this
category. Current day ageoris of North India can fall into this category.

4. Orthodox Religions ()& &&wwnkiser):

Religions acknowledge the bondage of Anava, as the prime fetter binding the
individual souls come under this inner most circle of orthodox religions

(1&g wnser). But they differ in the description of the final state of liberation.
padaNa —vadha- saiva, bhéda -vadha -saiva, siva sama vadha saiva, siva
sankrantha vadha saiva, isvara- avihara- vadha- saiva and sivadvaida saiva are
the six religions in this category.

5. SAIVA SIDDHANTA — ALL INCLUSIVE, STILL EXCLUSIVE OF SIX

RELEGIONS:

Saiva Siddhanta is the core which proceeds on the footing of every religion or
belief system as each one of them has a place in the schema evolution to the
ULTIMATE TRUTH (@wou). Each is a rung in the ladder, and a necessary one at
that, Life is a step-by-step growth of intelligence from relative and penultimate to
ULTIMATE TRUTH.
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penit tolumavar ponnula kalap pirankarulal
enip pagineri yirtuk Kotuttimai yormutimel
manikka mottu marakatam ponru vayiramanni
anik kKanakamu mokkumai yara natittalame

The feet of Civan in aiyaru helping those who worship him with reverence.
To rule the world of gold heaven by arranging the path

Like the rugs of a ladder, by his excellent grace.

Resembling the ruby on the crowns of the celestials who do not wink,
Resembling emerald staying like diamond can be compared to gold of the
finest quality.

- BHGBTYSHSTF BTUTTT CHaUmyLD, HHUenm —4.092.16
Thévaram song by Saint Thiru navukkarasar, Thirumurai - 4.092.16
(Courtesy: www.thevaaram.org.

Translation: V.M.Subramanya Aiyar

Courtesy: French Institute of Pondichery / EFEO - 2006)
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pattarkar karulum vaittar payvitai yéra vaittar
cittattai yonra vaittar civamaté ninaiya vaittar
muttiyal murra vaittar muraimurai nerikal vaittar
attiyl purivai vaittar aiyanai yara nare

The father who is in Aiyaru,
He reserved his grace for his devotees.
He has a galloping bull for riding.
He made my mind to focus all thoughts on him
He caused me to think of auspicious things only.
He has kept the mukti, the liberation as perfect ultimate and
Devised many paths in the hierarchical manner towards it.
He covered himself with the skin of an elephant.
- B\BHMTEYSSTF BITWETTT GHaUMTLD, HHLenm —4.038.7



Thévaram song by Saint Thiru navukkarasar, Thirumurai - 4.038. 7
(Adapted from the translation of V.M.Subramanya Aiyar

Courtesy: French Institute of Pondichery / EFEO -2006;
Courtesy: www.thevaaram.orq)
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karirul Kiliya ninra kotumaluk kaiyil vaittar
perirul kaliya malku piraipunar cataiyil vaittar
ariru lantam vaittar aruvakaic camayam vaittar
karirul Kantam vaittar kalippalaic cérppa nare

The chief of the maritime trace of Kalippalai,He kept in his hand a cruel axe
malu

Which by its brightness rends the dense darkness;

He placed the flourishing crescent in the matted locks of hair

Having water of Kasikai to make the dense darkness to disappear;

He placed the universe in dense darkness;

He made the sixfold religions to reach Him;

He kept the black colour of the poison in his neck.

-S\BBHTEYSHEHTEF BTWeTTT CHaUMTL, HHpemm — 4.030.5
Thévaram song by Saint Thiru navukkarasar, Thirumurai - 4.030.5
(Courtesy: www.thevaaram.org;

Adapted from the translation of V.M.Subramanya Aiyar,

French Institute of Pondichery / EFEO (2006)
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porrun takaiyana polla muyalakan kopappunmai
arrun takaiyara varu camayat tavaravarait
terrun takaiyana teriya tontaraic cennerikke
errun takaiyapa vinnampa ranra ninaiyatiye
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worthy of worship and praise have the greatness of softening the mean
quality of anger of the mischievous Muyalakan
(Muyalakagr is the acuraz on whom god Nataraj presses his foot)
have the eminence of cleaning the doubts of those who profess the six
religions.
have the eminence of raising devotees who are convinced that Civaz is the
reality, along the right path.
- BGBTEYSSTF BTUWETTT CHaMILD, HHLenm —4.100.7
Thévaram by Saint Thiru navukkarasar, Thirumurai - 4.100.7
(Courtesy: www.thevaaram.org;
Translation: V.M.Subramanya Aiyar—
French Institute of Pondichery / EFEO -2006)
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takkanatu peruvelvi takartta nakit
tamaraiyan nanmukanun taneé yaki
mikkatoru tivalinir aka cammay
mélulakuk kappala yippa lanai

akkirofu muttiraiyu manintu toprark
karnkarnké arucamaya maki ninra
tikkiraiyen tirumutukue rutaiyan tannait
tivinaiyen ariyate tikaitta vare.

He smote the mighty sacrifice of Daksha;

He became The Four-faced throned on the Lotus;
He is the mighty Fire, wind, water and ether;

He who is beyond The heavenly worlds abides here;
He is adorned With bones and pearls;

He is the refuge unto devotees

And He manifests as their six faiths there and there;
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He presides over Tirumuthukunram;
alas,
l,
the one,
Of evil karma,
stood perplexed unaware of Him!
- BBBTeYSSTF BTWeTTT CHaumyw, Hwmuwenm - 6.068.05
Theévaram by Saint Thiru navukkarasar (Appar) - Thirumurai — 6.068.05
(Courtesy: www.thevaaram.org.
Translation: T. N. Ramachandran,Thanjaavoor,1995)
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moytaru piita mati mokini anta makap

poytaru camaya mellam pukkunin ritumpu kanru
meytaruii caiva mati irumitnrum vittai yati
eytutat tuvarnika leyum onrumin remmi raikke

All penultimate creeds take their stand individually leads to the planes of
tatwas from bhiita (gross elements) to mohini (asuddha maya). The six
ultimate creeds beginning from Saiva have their respective destinations in
the planes of tarwas from vidya upwards. Our Lord is beyond all these
tatwas.
- QUISETL FMSH LD, FleuEhmeore &SI UMY, LIML6V 163
Meikanda Saththiram, Siva Jnana Siddhiyar, song - 163
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sadsamaya pethangkal than vakuththup pinnum oru
udsamayam urdenru uraiththanaiye para-parame

You graced these different religions of six categories
And further instructed the Ultimate as the core of all.
- ULIQeTSSIEF FGHST LITL 6V
Song by mystic Saint Paddinathar
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QD) FIOWS SI6UID /5512 SI6eUmLl mHleornfLmEI& LD
() LIe TS BN15& S TenerT GLO6YIBITOT 6TIHIHITGETIT?
aru samayaththuvam athu athuvay ninriyangkum
veedu paraith thiruththalai mevu nal ennalo?

When will | be able to reach the feet of the Lord

Which is the ultimate of each and every religion that falls into six folds?
SITWLDITEOT &reUMLAS6T LITL6V
Latter-day Saiva Saint Thayumanar song
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tharkkamidum thonnool parasamyam thagrum athu athuve
nannool enath therinthu nadduviththu......

Affirming me in those old scriptures of various conflicting religions (in

different lives)...
- GLIGMmMUT GeurmdlseT el &HHHT 8569 Gleuesor LT
Kanthar kali veNpa by Latter-day Saint Kumaraguruparar

QI MIEUNSEF FIOUWIECHITIHGLD 6B CLIMITUI BleoTm 6)6v0T G6voTITI LI S)
aruvakaich chamayaththarkkum veeduperay ninra vippor pakuthi

You the Heavenly Ultimate for the worthy sixfold religions.
- DMeool1B&HMTFST el HmeumsFssid, Hmupenm 8.003.01
Thiru vasagam by Saint Manikka vasakar, Thirumurai 8.003.01
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onmraté périr valia ratarkula
enratu polum irumuc camayamum
Ninritu tititu enrurai atarkal
kunru kuraittelu nayaiot tarkale

One is the destination, ways are six



Like this are the sixfold religions
People who quarrel as 'this is good, that is bad'
Are like the street dogs
barking towards the hill in the moonlight
- BmenenT et HGLBHSH T, 10 H(HULemnm — LITL6V 1543
Thiru manthiram by Saint Thiru Milar, 10th Thirumurai - song 1543

e Life is the soul's nursery, the training place for the destinies of eternity.
- English novelist William Makepeace Thackery (1811 — 1863)
A mIH e BreuemRflwuy 2 allsvedlwid CnsLis 5588 (1811 -1863)



